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EXT. KENNEDY H GH SCHOCOL, DAY - 1994

CARL HERRI CK, early 50's, gets out of his piece of junk,
rusted through the floorboards, ten-year-old Chevy station
wagon. He approaches the school entrance. The dull,

weat hered letters on the building spell out "John F. Kennedy
Hi gh School". A marquee on the grass in front of the building
says, "Hone of the Hawkeyes", and "Good Luck! C ass of "94".

There are a few cars in the parking lot, fewer people hanging
around -- school is out. The rope on the flagpole cl angs
agai nst the pole. A lonely, desol ate sound.

Herrick, battered briefcase in one hand, enpty box in the
other, trudges into the buil ding.

| NT. KENNEDY HI GH

Herrick wal ks down the hallway. At the far end of the
corridor a janitor is sweeping. All of the | ockers hang
open and enpty. Herrick enters a classroom

I NT. MJSI C ROOM

Herrick stands in the doorway and takes in the classroom

The piano at one end -- circling high on the wall are pictures
of Stephen Foster, George Gershwin, Art Tatum D zzy
Gllespie, Hank WIlianms, Chuck Berry, Brian WIlson and the
Beach Boys, one each of the four Beatles, Stevie Wnder,

El ton John, The Ranobnes, Chrissie Hynde, Dyl an, Springsteen,
and of course, Bob Seger -- this is Mchigan after all.

Cluttering the classroomis the detritus of the years -- a
dusty, stuffed QOpus figure, a .45 record player, records,
sheet nmusic, a clear plastic paperweight with a dandelion
suspended inside -- a stained glass clef note hanging in the
w ndow -- a bust of Beethoven, painted psychedelic.

Herrick breaks hinmself out of his reverie and wal ks over to
t he desk and drops the box and his briefcase. Wuere to begin.

He pulls open the desk drawers and starts sorting through
them Sonme things go into the wastebasket, others into the
bri efcase or the box. There is no joy in his work.

So absorbed is he in his grimsorting that he doesn't hear
the entrance of GLEN MElI STER, the boys' gymteacher. Near
60, his head as bald as a baby's butt, a stomach |ike he was
smuggl i ng a waternel on under his sweatshirt.
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MEI STER
H, Carl... | ... | heard they
cut the nusic program Dammn
shane. Damm shane. Wn't be
too | ong before the pennypi nching
bastards start barking at ny
heel s.

HERRI CK
You don't have anything to worry
about, G en. Wen they cance
the sports programin an Anerican
hi gh school it'll be a sign of
t he apocal ypse.

MEI STER
Well, it's nice to see you got
a sense of hunor about the whole
t hi ng.
HERRI CK
Sense of hunor? Look at ne,
Gen. I'mfifty-five years
old, with no job ... not nuch
of anything really. [|'ve never

owned a new car. M savings
couldn't buy a week at a Holiday
Inn. |I'mtoo young to retire
and too old to rock and roll.

" mgoing to clean out ny desk
and wal k out of here -- and in

a few weeks this roomw | be
the honme for Advanced Al gebra
and no one will renenber | was
ever here.

Mei ster doesn't know what to say.

MElI STER
You need any hel p here?
HERRI CK
No. Thanks.
MElI STER
well ... hell... You'll be ..

m ssed around here. You know. ..

There is an unconfortable silence as Mi ster | ooks around
the room

MElI STER
"Il see you around, won't I,
Carl ?
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HERRI CK
Yeah, you'll see ne around.

Mei ster pauses a nonment, then |eaves. Herrick finishes with
t he desk drawers and goes over to the record player. There
is a stack of .45 records on the table next to it.

Sorting through the records brings a nostalgic smle. One
record even pronpts a laugh. He puts it on the turntable,
turns on the record player and lifts the needle into the
scratchy groove.

THE TRASHVEN
Wel |, everybody's heard about
the bird. ..
Well, the bird, bird, bird,
bird is a word...
Well, the bird, bird, bird,
bird is a word...

The opening lines of the stupidest rock song ever witten or
sort of sung -- "Surfin' Bird" by The Trashnen.

EXT.
KENNEDY H GH SCHOOL, DAY - 1964

Herrick parks his '62 Corvair convertible in the teachers

lot. H s nane has been newWly painted on the curb. He smles.
O her cars pull in -- teachers and students going into their
respective lots.

Brand new briefcase in hand, Herrick approaches the school
entrance. School buses pull up in front and di scharge
st udent s.

Above the entrance the nanme of the school is being changed.
"James A Garfield" is now just a shadow on the unfaded brick
The mai ntenance man is on a | adder scrubbing away the dirt
wth a wire brush. On the grass below, the new letters are
laid out -- "John F. Kennedy". There is no marquee on the
grass yet.

Herrick enters the school with the flood of students.

I NT. KENNEDY HI GH, DAY

Herrick gets a few curious |ooks fromthe students as he
wal ks down the hall. PRI NC PAL WOLTERS exits a cl assroom
sees Herri ck.

WOLTERS
M. Herrick! Morning!
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HERRI CK
Good norning, Principal Wlters.

WOLTERS
No need to be so formal, you
can call me M. Wlters. Dd I
see you pull up in a Corvair?
A Corvair, son? Ddn't you
read Ral ph Nader's book?

HERRI CK
Yes, sadly. After | bought the
car. And unless M. Nader wants

to buy me a new one |I'Il have
to keep it until the wheels
fall off.

WOLTERS

VWhi ch m ght not be too | ong
fromnow. Have a good first
day, M. Herrick.

Wl ters slaps Herrick on the back and wal ks away. Herrick
checks the room nunbers and enters one.

I NT. MJSI C ROOM

The sanme piano, the sanme bust of Beethoven -- still white
faux marble. A scale of notes above the bl ackboard -- the
rest of the room undecor at ed.

Students drift in. Herrick sets his briefcase on the desk,
transfers sone papers fromit to an enpty drawer. He checks
the other drawers -- enpty except for a stray pencil stub or
paper clip.

He takes a nusic textbook fromhis briefcase and plops it
down on the desk. He stares at it wth the sanme enthusi asm
the students probably wll.

Turning to the bl ackboard he prints his name. The bell rings
while he is still printing. He takes a breath and turns to
face a classroom of ki ds.

HERRI CK
Good norning. M nane is M.
Herrick and that is what | prefer
to be called. M. Herrick. It

is atitle of courtesy. | wll
extend that sane courtesy to
you.
Now it is the kids' turn to sigh -- it's going to be a |ong

year.



Converted to PDF by www. screental k. org 5.

| NT. CAFETERI A, DAY

The teachers all eat at the sanme table. Herrick approaches
and puts his tray down. A couple of the other teachers nod
or smle in greeting.

Principal Wlters patrols the cafeteria, corralling a group
of teenage girls gossiping and giggling in a corner.

A en Meister, 30 years younger, sets his tray across from
Herrick. A full head of hair, flat stomach, sportcoat over
his sweatshirt. He runs his fingers through his hair and
sl aps his stomach for enphasis as he talks.

MEI STER
H, we haven't nmet yet. |I'm
G en Meister, Phys. Ed.

HERRI CK
That woul d account for the
whistle. Carl Herrick, Misic.

They shake. Meister | ooks down at the whistle, puzzled, he
isn't very quick on the uptake.

MEI STER
Yeah, right. Wlcone to Gar..
Kennedy. Let nme give you a
pi ece of advice, this being
your first day...

HERRI CK
| know, never |let the students
get the upper hand.

Herrick sees Wil ters nmaking the girls kneel on the fl oor.

MEI STER
Nah, that's a given. A word to
the wi se -- keep your hands off
the girls' gymteacher.

HERRI CK
Par don?

MEI STER

Your predecessor, M. Bunte,
was caught giving Mss Esparza
a beef injection on the Hone Ec
roomsofa. They fired her cute
little butt.

HERRI CK
And him too, of course.
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VEI STER
No, it wasn't his fault. She
was a flirt. Bunte got a
reprimand, out his wife hit him
with their Buick. He's in
Ari zona recuperating and the
wife is in Chicago, auditioning
| awers |'d guess.

Wlters is neasuring each of the girls' skirts. Several of
the skirts don't touch the floor when the girls kneel.

Wl ters barks and the skirts are unrolled at the waist until
they hit linoleum The girls are released, their faces red.
Wl ters' dress code radar spots one of the boys.

WOLTERS
M. Postma, is that a pair of
dungar ees?

Wl ters takes the boy by the el bow and escorts hi mout of
the cafeteria. Herrick shakes his head.

HERRI CK
So, keep ny hands off the girls'
gym teacher, right?

MEI STER
That's the word, though it's
easier this year. That's her
there, M ss Jacobs.

M SS JACOBS, a woman in shorts and a Garfield Hi gh School T-
shirt carries a tray toward their table. Squat, nuscul ar,
the shape of a fire hydrant, she |ooks |like a bulldog with
breasts.

HERRI CK
"1l try to control ny lust.

Mei ster | aughs and sl aps his stomach.

| NT. MUSI C ROOM DAY
Herrick wites on the bl ackboard -- "Lydi an Mdel"

HERRI CK
The Lydi an node i s equival ent
to the white keys on the piano,
fromFto F. Fromthis we get
t he Anbrosian and G egorian
nodes. Who can tell nme where
the term Gregorian cones fron?
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Herrick | ooks at the class -- they are in a severe trance of
boredom So is Herrick.

HERRI CK
Ckay... Pope Gregory the First
was trying to add to the variety
of church conposition. Since
the 4th Century there had only
been al | owed. ..

He's not making things any better.

EXT. HERRI CK HOUSE, DAY

Herrick parks the Corvair in the driveway of a small house.
As he gets out of the car and enters the house his briefcase
seens to drag himdown. [It's been a |ong day.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE

| RIS HERRI CK, 20's and pretty, hair always nussed, kneels
behind a tripod-nounted canera. Lowto the floor, the focus
of the canera is a baby on a scrap of carpet.

The living roomof the house is a photography studio, lights
set up, a |arge paper backdrop hanging fromone wall --
everyt hing crowded anong a huge record collection and a snal
pi ano.

The baby wails, tears streamng down it's red face. The
nmot her waits in the doorway.

MOTHER
| don't understand this at all
He's usual ly such a happy baby.

Iris and the nother try to anuse the baby, but to no avail.
Herrick enters, takes a | ook at the bawing kid

HERRI CK
Perf ect.

He drops his briefcase. |Iris gives hima peck on the cheek.
The not her shakes a rattle at the baby -- the baby grabs it
and throws it in her face.

| RIS
How was your first day?

HERRI CK
As expect ed.
( MORE)



Converted to PDF by www. screental k. org 8.

HERRI CK ( CONT' D)
| don't know what their |ast
t eacher was doi ng, but he wasn't
teaching nusic. Well, actually,
| do know what he was doi ng,
but these kids don't know a
barcarol e from a barber shop
quartet.

He goes into the bathroom and wal ks over to the sink -- there
is a pan of developer init. There is another on the back

of the toilet. The shower has a string of 8 X 10's drying
and the wi ndow has been bl acked out. Herrick exits.

Iris and the nother are making faces at the baby. He screans
i ke a banshee.

RIS
Carl, | don't know what a
barcarole is. So, it wasn't a
good day. How were the kids?

HERRI CK
Dolts. A barcarole is a Venetian
boati ng song.

He goes into the kitchen and runs water in the sink. An
enl arger occupies the kitchen table.

| RIS
At | east your kids don't pee on
you. O course, it's only your
first day.

He washes his face, the splash of cold water is a relief.

HERRI CK
Thanks a whol e | ot.
Eyes cl osed, he feels around for a towel -- the rack is enpty.
Iris and the nother wave toys at the baby -- he tries for
high ' C .

Herrick, feeling blindly for a towl, a doily, anything --
wal ks toward the living room trips over his briefcase and
t akes a header into the sofa.

The baby stops crying -- and bursts into | aughter.

FLASH Iris snaps a few pictures.

IR S
Thanks, hon!
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She tosses her husband a clean di aper and he wi pes his face.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Herrick sits at the piano, conposing. H s dinner, halfeaten,
lays on a TV tray next to him Totally absorbed in making
not ati ons on the conposi ng paper, he doesn't hear Iris,
wearing a rubber apron over her clothes, cone out of the red-
it bathroom She slips up behind himand kisses his ear.

HERRI CK
Qooh, what is that perfune,
madane? Eau de devel oper fl uid?
That al ways makes ny bl ood race.

IRI'S
| made thirty-two dollars today.
(beat)
Was it really so bad at school ?
HERRI CK
It's a job. That's what it is,
a j ob.
IRI'S
Well, it's only for two years.

Then you can take a year off

and wite your little old heart
out. After that, the New York
Phi | harnmoni ¢ and the worl d debut
of Carl Herrick's "Anerican
Qpus". Then a conmand
performance for the President,
the Queen of England... The Ed
Sul l'ivan Show. Then, soneday,
after all those years of
struggle, if you're really | ucky,
you'll be able to hear your
musi c on an elevator or in a
dentist's office.

She's teasing him-- she does it a lot. He smles and kisses
her.

HERRI CK
Wth notivation |ike that how
can | fail.

IR S

You need sone notivati on?

HERRI CK
Twel ve nore bars and |' m your
fella.
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IRI'S
You're ny fella no matter how
many bars you hang out in.

She ki sses him again and goes back to the bathroom He turns
back to the piano.

| NT. MJUSI C ROOM DAY
Herrick teaches his cl ass.

HERRI CK
| f you conbine two or nore
mel odies within a conposition
you are using what is called a
counterpoint. There are a
variety of types of
counterpoint...

He goes through the notions -- the students do even | ess.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Iris works at the kitchen table, hand tinting a black and
whi te baby picture.

Herrick sits at the piano, trying to work. He stretches,

goes over to his record collection and finds an al bum He
puts it on the stereo and plays sone early Lester Young --
then a little Dave Brubeck -- tasty jazz. He listens to

only a few bars, then hurries back to the piano and pl ays.

The few notes don't copy Young and Brubeck, but take the
music to another level. He nakes notations, totally absorbed.

Iris watches himand sm | es.

| NT. REHEARSAL ROOM DAY

A kid does the scales on his tronmbone. Herrick listens with
all the patience he can nuster, one eye on the clock.

HERRI CK
Al right, all right, Perry.
Ni ce tones, but you need a little
work on the right hand. Practice
the right hand so it flows.
You're jerking to each note --
flow.

The kid packs up and | eaves.

Herrick slunps, worn out.
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There is a knock at the open door.

HERRI CK
Two years, two years... Only
two years.

11.

Herrick | ooks up at

CERTRUDE VAN LENTE, 16, thick gl asses, body |like a broom

handl e.

She opens

HERRI CK
Can | help you?
GERTRUDE
|'m Gertrude Van Lente. [''m

going to learn to play the
cl arinet.

HERRI CK
Do you have a clarinet, Mss
Van Lente?

GERTRUDE
| had ny daddy buy ne one.

a case and shows himher clarinet.

HERRI CK
This is a very beauti ful
instrunment. Wy did you pick
it? The clarinet?

GERTRUDE
| saw one on Lawence Welk. It
was pretty -- the sound, | nean.
HERRI CK

That's as good a reason as any.
What instrunments have you pl ayed
bef ore?

GERTRUDE
None, | can't even read nusic.
But |' m det erm ned.

Herrick sighs.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Herrick is at the stereo --
"Anerican Quartet",

Ger shwi n.

He goes back to his manuscript and reads.
and throws it across the room --

rolls it

into a ball

first alittle of Dvorak's
then some "An Anerican in Paris"

by

G imaci ng, he

hitting
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Iris in the chest as she enters the roomwi th her canera and
equi pnent bag.

IRI'S
Nice to see you, too.
HERRI CK
Ah... | just spent three days
ripping off Dvorak and Gershw n.
IRI'S
Vell if you don't tell, I won't
either. | brought you sone

weddi ng cake.
She puts away her caneras and equi pnment.

HERRI CK
How was it?

IR S
The groom was nervous, the bride
was scared. The nothers cri ed,

the fathers got smashed, | took
pi ctures and fought off the
best man. It was fun. How was
your day?

HERRI CK
| start orchestra auditions
tonorrow. | have no strings or
woodwi nds. |'ve got an accordion

that |'"msure of, if | can figure
out howto fit an accordion

into an orchestra -- oh, and a
third year tuba who's transferred
from anot her school .

IRI'S
Vell, you could al ways pl ay
pol kas.

That gets a smle fromhim

I NT. GYMNASI UM DAY

There is a stage at one end of the gym a circle of aspiring
musicians in chairs on it and nusic stands. Herrick tries
to conduct the auditions. It is a music lover's hell.

The notes are flat, discordant, downright ugly. Then a
flutist plays sweetly enough to bring a smle to Herrick's
face. But right after that is a trunpet player who bl eats
like an injured goat. And it goes on and on.
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Gertrude tries out and fails -- she has a long way to go.
The accordion player beans as he lays into "Lady of Spain".
Herrick just watches, frowning. The kid stops, puzzled,
then | aunches into a polka, grinning hugely. Herrick grabs
the accordion to stop him

| NT. MJUSI C ROOM DAY
Herrick passes out graded test papers.

HERRI CK
|"mvery disappointed in the
whol e | ot of you. These papers
are... dismal... This is al
sinple stuff, basic nmusic history
and theory. ..

The kids look at their grades with the sane disgust.

HERRI CK
VWhat's going on here? Aml
talking to nyself? | mght as
wel | be.

Herrick sits behind his desk and | ooks at the kids. A few
stare back in rebellion.

HERRI CK
Fine, this works. Wy ness
around with all of that paperwork
for nothing? 1'Il stare at you
and you stare at ne and we'l|l
acconpl i sh just about as much
as when | |ecture. Your grade
poi nt m ght even i nprove.

The silence goes on for a long, unconfortable nonment. They
are saved by the bell.

HERRI CK
Cl ass dism ssed. You can go,
but | expect things to be
different tonorrow. Understand
ne?

It falls on deaf ears. The roomis vacated instantly and
Herrick packs up his briefcase and | eaves.

| NT. KENNEDY H GH

The hall is enptying quickly, kids grabbing their jackets,

sl amm ng | ocker doors, full of energy for |eaving. Hey,
school 's out.
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Herrick passes the rehearsal roons, two cranped, sound- proof
roons -- sem -sound-proof. He hears the pained notes of a
clarinet. Herrick opens the door and sees Gertrude.

HERRI CK
Gve it up, Mss Van Lente,
school 's out.

Herrick startles her. He smles and closes the door. The
clarinet scales continue as he wal ks away quickly. Principal
Wl ters stops him

WOLTERS
M. Herrick, just the man | was
| ooking for. W are formng a
t ext book commttee for next
year's curriculumand | was
hopi ng for your ideas.

HERRI CK
s this voluntary or required?

WOLTERS
It's totally voluntary, but
nmost inportant, M. Herrick.

HERRI CK
Then | pass, M. Wlters. |
have a rule -- unless | get
paid for it | don't do it.
WOLTERS
M. Herrick, do you have anot her
job after school hours? | know

a teacher's salary isn't what
it should be, but...

HERRI CK
No, | don't have a second job
and | agree on the salary. Can
| go now?

WOLTERS

| ve been watching you, M.
Herrick. It's ny job to keep

an eye on ny teachers. 1've
never seen a teacher who ran

out of here after the last period
wi th the ent husi asm of one of

our students. | wish | could
observe sone of that enthusiasm
in your classroom work.
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HERRI CK
M. Wlters, | wite at night --
conpose. I|I'mwiting a synphony.

|"mhere on time in the norning
and | do ny job.

WOLTERS
Teaching is a twenty-four hour
j ob, M. Herrick.

HERRI CK
Not unl ess you pay ne for it,
M. Wlters. Good night.

Herrick starts to wal k away.

WOLTERS
M. Herrick! You haven't been
excused yet.

Herrick stops and | ooks at Wl ters.

HERRI CK
Am | being nade to stay after
school ?

WOLTERS
| was wrong about this being a
job -- teaching is nore. These
young peopl e, your students,
are at a crossroads in their
lives. Confused, hornones going
berserk, faced wi th nonunent al
decisions that wll change their
lives forever. And we try to
punp themfull of dates and
formul as, figures and data,
that have little to do with

real life -- very little of it
t akes.

(beat)
But it all adds up ... to a

human being with wants, needs,
i deal s, and hopes. You have
two jobs. Punp themfull of
data, nusic data in your case.
And give them a conpass. Point
themin the right direction so
it doesn't all go to waste.
You manage to do that and they
will remenber you for the rest
of their lives. | don't know
how you're doing wwth the data
i nput, but as a conpass you're
usel ess.
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HERRI CK
Am | dism ssed yet?

WOLTERS
Do both of your jobs, M.
Herrick. Teaching is a calling,

a. ..
HERRI CK

Vvell, | don't hear the call,

M. Wlters. |If | may |eave...

Wlters lets Herrick pass.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Herrick makes neatloaf while Iris works with the enl arger.
He nassages the egg and bread crunbs into the hanburger with
nore vigor than necessary.

HERRI CK
| hate that nan and | hate his
school. The work is boring and

the kids are ignorant and
determ ned to stay that way.

| RIS
Let nme do that, Carl.
HERRI CK
No, | can't wite when | fee
like this. | need to deconpress.
| RIS
Well, it's taking |onger for

you to deconpress every night.
It's getting a little tired,
hon. You don't see ne grousing
because | spend ny days with
baw i ng babi es and persnickety

not hers.
HERRI CK
That's different, you like it.
IRI'S
Yes, because | go into it saying
" mgoing to have fun. | |ook
at every baby as if it's the
first one | ever saw -- as if

it were ny owmmn. And | pretend
that every nother is ny own --
that way | don't slap her.
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Iris steps over to Herrick and puts her arnms around him

IRI'S

Carl, you're not an old stuffed
shirt, not yet anyway. You
know nore about the nusic these
kids listen to than they do.
And we've got the record
collection to prove it. | know,
|"ve toted it fromapartnent to
apartnment for three years.

(beat)
You're not that much ol der than
them but 1've seen you in class.
It's like you' re sone old fuddy-
duddy.

HERRI CK
Fuddy-duddy? A fine thing to
call your sex god.

| RIS
Don't try to change the topic
to sex, not yet at least. You
know what |'m saying -- you | ove
music. But you sure can't tel
it fromyour classes.

Herrick is about to argue, but he stops hinself.

HERRI CK
| know ... | don't know what to
do.

IR S
You'll figure it out. You want

to tal k about sex now?

HERRI CK
|'d rather do...

The doorbell rings. |Iris and Herrick | ook at each other.
The doorbell repeats. Herrick raises his neatloaf-covered
hands.

Iris goes to the door and returns with Gertrude Van Lente.

HERRI CK
(surprised)
M ss Van Lente...

GERTRUDE
Good evening, M. Herrick.
hope I'm not bothering you..
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HERRI CK
Not at all. Iris, this is
Gertrude Van Lente. Gertrude,
this is Iris, my wife.

Herrick w pes off his hands and | eads Gertrude into the |iving
room Iris looks at him questioning. He shrugs back.
Gertrude wal ks over to the piano. She touches the keys
absently, | ooks at the sheet nusic.

GERTRUDE
Dd you wite this?
HERRI CK
Yes, it's a synphony |I'm
conposi ng -- between neatl oafs.
GERTRUDE
. ..
HERRI CK
| s there sonething you want. .
GERTRUDE
You're right, M. Herrick. |'m
giving up the clarinet. [|I'm

doing what you told ne. It's
for the best.

HERRI CK
What | told you?

GERTRUDE
After school today. You said,
"Gve it up". So |l am wll...

HERRI CK
| nmeant for the day.

GERTRUDE
| know what you nmeant. [|'m
terrible, everybody says so. |
just wanted you to know. ..

HERRI CK
Well, if that's what you want
to do...

Certrude breaks into tears and wal ks toward the door. Herrick
pull s her back and into a chair. He looks to Iris for help.
She hol ds up her hands hel pl essly.

CERTRUDE
Oh, M. Herrick, what can | do?
|'ve got to |earn sonmething.
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HERRI CK
It's not such a bad thing, just
because you can't play the
clarinet. Lots of people can't
pl ay any instrunent.

Certrude gets up and | ooks at him tears in her eyes.

GERTRUDE
You don't understand, you don't
know ny famly. M sister
dances, she has a ball et
scholarship to Juilliard. W
brother is the top-seeded tennis
pl ayer in the state, sixth in
the country. M nother has won
the blue ribbon for watercol ors
at the State Fair so many tines
they've retired the category.
My father sings tenor in the
church choir and has sung the
Nat i onal Ant hem at Ti ger Stadi um
four times. And ny nane is
CGertrude.

Herrick is nonplussed for a nonent.

HERRI CK
You could call yourself Trudy.
GERTRUDE
M. Herrick, do | look like a
Trudy?
HERRI CK
Vell, keep at the clarinet.
You'll get there.
GERTRUDE
But all | make is noise. | do
ray scales, | practice until ny

[ips swell up, but it still
doesn't sound |i ke anything.

HERRI CK
|'ve heard you play -- you're
right, Gertrude. But ... well...

one of your problens is that
you only play the notes on the

page.

GERTRUDE
VWat el se am | supposed to play?

19.
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He | ooks at her, then goes over to his record collection.
He sifts through a stack of 45 s -- puts one on the turntable.

HERRI CK
There's nore to nusic than the
notes on the paper.

He | owers the needl e and the unmn st akabl e sounds of "The
Ki ngsmen" belting out "Louie, Louie" fill the room

Gertrude | ooks at the turntable, at Herrick, dunbfounded.

HERRI CK
Li sten. These fellas have
absol utely no harnoni c sense.
They can't sing, the | ead singer
is yelling. They're playing
the same boring three chords
over and over and over. The
recordi ng sucks. The lyrics
are awful when you can under st and
them if you can hear them
This song i s about a deci bel
away from being noise. But we
love it. | love it! Do you
| ove it?

Gertrude nods. Herrick is on a roll.

HERRI CK
VWy? 1'Il tell you why. Because
it has heart. These guys are
pl aying with everything they
have and they're having fun.
They love it, so we love it.

He takes one of Certrude's hands and puts it over her heart.

HERRI CK

Certrude, you go honme and pick
up your clarinet and play from
here. And who cares if it's
not perfect? You'll nove
soneone. Sonetines | play that
pi ano and the only person
nmove is me. And you know what

alot of the tinme that's
enough.

Gertrude wal ks toward t he door.

GERTRUDE
Thanks, M. Herri ck.
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HERRI CK
Hey, it's part of the job.

She |l eaves. Herrick turns to find Iris staring at him

| RIS
You |ive with soneone, you sl eep
with them do neat things under
the covers ... and every once
in a while you | ook at them and
see why you ever went to a kegger

wi th them
HERRI CK
s that sonme kind of half-assed
conplinment? 1f so, | need proof.
IRI'S
Proof? 1'll give you proof.

She hugs him

| NT. SALVATI ON ARMY STORE, DAY

Herrick carries a small record player to the counter and
shows it to the woman at the cash register.

HERRI CK
Does this work?

WOVAN
Sure does. Everything we sell
has been reconditi oned.

HERRI CK
['I] take it.

He takes out his wallet and pauses.

HERRI CK
Uh, I'mthe nusic teacher out
at Kennedy H gh... There isn't
sonme kind of discount, is there?
It is for classroom use.

WOVAN
Grades ny grandkids get | should
charge you extra. Ten ... twenty

percent off.

He sm | es and gives her the noney.

21.
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| NT. MJUSI C ROOM DAY
Herrick stands in front of the classroomof dull faces.

HERRI CK
Put your textbooks away. Ckay,
how many of you |ike nusic?

After a noment, a couple of hesitant hands are raised.

HERRI CK
How many of you |ike the Beach
Boys?

The kids | ook at each other and all the hands go up.

HERRI CK
How many of you like this Beach
Boys song?

He puts a .45 on the record player and "Surfin' USA" starts
to play. The kids are roused fromtheir trance.

HERRI CK
How many of you knew t hat
"Surfing, USA" was a rip-off of
a song by Chuck Berry?

He changes the record and "Sweet Little sixteen" plays.
Sonme of the kids bounce to the nmusic and all are paying
attention.

HERRI CK
How many of you like this song
froma new English pop group
called "The Ani mal s?

He pl ays "House of the Ri sing Sun"

HERRI CK

Did you know that this is a
copy of a version by Bob Dyl an
that Dyl an based on a fol k song
by Josh White? This song may
be over a hundred years ol d.

(beat)
Music has a history. CQurs,
American nusic, has a very proud
history. Very little nusic
stands al one. Every once in a
whi |l e a musi ci an conmes al ong
who is totally original, but
nost are influenced by their
forebears, by every song they

( MORE
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HERRI CK ( CONT' D)
ever heard, whether they know
it or not. They have a history
of nusic that they absorb and
transformand give to you. You
have a history of nusic that
you're not even aware of. W
are going to explore that
history. You may think this is
uni que. . .

He lays the needle on "Surfin' Bird" by the Trashnen.

HERRI CK
... but I can show you a direct
link fromthe jazz scat singers
of the 30's to the doo-wop sound
of the 50's and 60's to this.

He lets the song play for a nonent.

HERRI CK
This catchy but inane repetition
of "bird, bird, bird, birdis a
wor d" disintegrates into "boppa-
boppa- boppa- boppa- oo- mau- nau-
mau- boppa- oo- nmau- mau- nau. . . "

He takes the needl e off.

HERRI CK
Well, maybe that's a bigger
| eap of style than we should
attenpt right now Let's go
back to the Beach Boys and Chuck
Berry. Chuck Berry is one of
t he founders of rock and roll.
Rock and roll has its' origins
in rhythm and blues. They go
back to the blues. So today we
wi |l explore the bl ues.

He puts on an old Muddy Waters song.

HERRI CK
One of the characteristics of
the blues is that it uses the
di at oni ¢ scal e.

He starts witing on the bl ackboard.

HERRI CK
These are any of the major or
m nor scales, but staying in
( MORE)

23.
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HERRI CK ( CONT' D)
that key. The blue notes are
flattened notes, usually thirds
or sevenths, but |I'magetting
ahead of nyself. The opposite
of the diatonic scale Is the
chromatic scale. W' ve covered
this already -- does anyone
know what a chronmatic scale is?

He turns fromthe board and sees several eager hands go up.

He smles -- this could be fun.

MONTAGE - -

Gertrude's fingers work the valves of her clarinet, going
through the scales. "C' is a bit tentative and falls somewhat
flat.

Herrick gets his class up to dance, chiding, begging, ordering
themto thelr feet as The Beach Boys' "Dance, Dance, Dance"

pl ays. One lunbering boy attenpts the Twist, all the jokes
about jockey shorts riding up apply to him

HERRI CK
Everybody watch Perry! C non,
Perry, dance! That's it. Watch
his arms. One! Two! Three!
Four! Count with ne. That's
the tine signature -- four-four!

Even Herrick dances a little.
CGertrude tries for "D' -- better.
Herrick in the practice roomwith a trunpet, a violin, druns,

flute, cynmbals, and so on. He coaches, cajoles, and teases
the nusicians into giving their all to every note.

Certrude goes for an "E' -- not bad at all.

Herrick wites at hone. |Iris is photographing twns. She
can't get themto ook at the canera at the sane tine.
Herrick fills the manuscript paper with note after note.

Gertrude searches for "F' -- it takes a whil e.

The student orchestra assenbled in the gymasium their
Instrunents poised for Herrick's direction.

HERRI CK
Classical music ... ugh.
( MORE)
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HERRI CK ( CONT' D)

Classical ... boring, dull,
dusty... Rossini, who is f

Who cares? WIIliam Tel
Overture, no fun there... Think
again -- the Lone Ranger!

And he swings the baton. The kids light into the nusic with
enthusiasm if not technical skill. You can al nost hear
"H yo, Silver!"

Gertrude hits a "G' -- right on the spot.
A basketball gane. Herrick sits in the stands with a small

contingent of horns. They let |oose a fanfare at every
Kennedy H gh Hawkeye basket.

Iris, a big fan, cheers the teamon. The opposing side nakes
a basket. The tronbone player gives out a |one fanfare.

Iris glares at Herrick. He jans the nute into the tronbone.
Gertrude hits an "A" -- clear, clean, beautiful.

Herrick works at the piano, witing, searching for the right
"A" hinself.

END MONTAGE.

I NT. GYMNASI UM DAY

Gertrude goes through the scales -- sitting on the stage
wi th the student orchestra.

A banner hangs above the stage -- "Good Luck C ass of '65".

The graduating class in their caps and gowns, the parents in
their Sunday best in chairs arranged on the floor in front
of the stage. On the stage with the school orchestra, are
the teachers and speakers. Principal Wlters is at the

podi um

WOLTERS
Before the cerenony M. Herrick
wll lead the Kennedy Hi gh School

orchestra in a rendition of the
Cl ass of 1965's song, "Moon
Ri ver".

Herrick takes his position in front of the orchestra, lifts
his baton, and | eads the students in the song. Not bad, not
bad at all.

Iris watches fromthe audience. Principal Wlters catches
Herrick's eye and sm | es.
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26.

Gertrude Van Lente stands for the solo and plays it -- from

the heart.

I NT. MJUSIC ROOM DAY - 1994

Herrick puts "Mon River"
He | ooks up and sees TED BOS, a man in blue twll

cl ot hes.

BGS
(unconfortably)
M. Herrick, renmenber nme? Ted

Bos? |'mone of the bus drivers.

| never took your nusic classes,
but you taught ne Drivers Ed...
?

HERRI CK
Class of '67 ... ?

BOS
"65. But | graduated in '67,
SO you're right there.

HERRI CK
"65... W wecked three cars
t hat year, sone kind of record.

BCS
| al ways wonder ed why anyone
woul d teach Drivers Ed, they'd

have to be suicidal or sonething.

HERRI CK
| was probably desperate for
the noney. | needed every dine
| could get back then

BCS
| know the feeling. Well... |
just wanted to say ... | heard
you was leaving and ... well,
shit... Thanks.

Bos offers his hand and t hey shake.

BOS
My girl took band with you.
Pl ayed the viola, still does.
It's ... pretty. | was hoping
her daughter would take it up,
too... Well, | just wanted to,
you know, say thanks..

in the box with the other records.

wor k
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Bos | eaves and Herrick | ooks at the enpty doorway for a
second, then goes to the locker. He pulls out a weathered,
beaten sign -- "Student Driver"

MONTAGE -- COUNTRY ROAD, DAY

A '65 Plymouth with a "Student Driver" sign attached to the
trunk hops down the street. Yes, hops!

Gas! Br ake! Gas! Brake! We all did this.

On the side door is another sign. "This car courtesy of
Nolin Chrysler/Plynouth - Haviland, M chigan."

"Drag Gity" by Jan and Dean pl ays.
Trying to parallel park, student junps the curb. A student

pitles a line of orange cones that make an obstacl e course
under the nose of the car.

A student makes a turn -- the wong way onto a one-way street!
Herrick's toot hits the brake on his side of the car.

The car pulls out of a driveway -- right into the path of a
sem. The sem driver stonps on the brakes. The huge truck
slides to a stop, just kissing the fender of the Plynouth.

A student, using the rearview mrror, steps on the gas - -
and Turches forward. There is a crash.

Gears grind -- first, second, third -- and reverse.
The Drivers Ed car winds up -- in a ditch -- on a lawn -- on
top of a parking neter -- against a tel ephone pole -- stalled

on the railroad tracks (of course, a train is comng).

Parking in the school |lot, a female student | oses control,
feet scranble for the right pedals -- crash! Herrick's
Corvair has been hit. Herrick junps out and stands in front
of the Drivers Ed car.

HERRI CK
Just hit nme! Just run ne over!
Put it in gear, step on the
gas, and just now ne down!
What' s stopping you?! The gas
is the one on the right!

The femal e student starts to cry. Herrick feels Iike a shit
and gets back into the car.

A student practices in an enpty parking lot. Backing into a
par ki ng space, the car hits a three-foot retaining wall. A
si x-foot section goes down.




Converted to PDF by www screental k. org 28.

Then, |ike dom noes, the rest of the wall falls, 120 feet of
ci nder bl ock toppl es.

END MONTAGE.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, DAY

Herrick is concentrating at the piano. Iris is trying to
take pictures of a reluctant Chi huahua with a bowon its
head and another on its tail.

The door bell rings. Herrick and Iris |ook at each ot her.
He | ooks down at the keyboard nmeaningfully. She gestures at
the dog. They do "paper-scissors-rock”. He |oses.

He sneers at the dog and goes to the door. It is the female
student fromthe parking lot. She beans as she shows him
her new drivers |icense.

Herrick opens the screen door and the student gives hima
peck on the cheek. Then she runs down to the street and her
new Vol kswagon Beetle. Herrick smles as she drives away,
hears screeching tires and honking horns. He shakes his
head and goes back i nsi de.

EXT. KENNEDY HI GH, DAY
Herrick pulls up and parks his dented Corvair. Students in
t heir new school clothes wave and shout greetings.
| NT. MUSI C ROOM DAY
Herrick hangs the phot ographs of Stephen Foster, Ceorge
Gershwin, Art Tatum Chuck Berry, Dizzy Gllespie, and The
Beach Boys as the students file in. The bell rings.

HERRI CK

My nanme is Carl Herrick. This
class is Music Theory and

History. If that isn't witten
on your schedule for the first
period you mght as well |eave

and m ss the boring speech.

One kid gets up and slinks out. Herrick hands a sheet of
paper to the student at the end of the first row

HERRI CK
The rest of you sign in here,
first nane, mddle initial

| ast nane.
( MORE)
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HERRI CK ( CONT' D)
(beat)
In this class we will study the
hi story of nmusic. Not just
that cl assical |ong-hair stuff,
but Anmerican nusic, too. Folk,
bl ues, rock, jazz, country, and
pop. Sonme of these forns are
uni quely Anmerican, but our study
w Il be unbiased. Al nmusic is
good nusic. Sone is fornmal,
sone is conplicated, sone even
nmore conplicated, but renenber
musi ¢ i s comruni cation

Not necessarily conmuni cation
of information, but of enotion,
feeling, mood. And if any piece
of nusic, any type of nusic
makes you teel something -- it
wor ks.  Now, how many of you
like this new British group
the Beatl es?

Al l the hands shoot up.

HERRI CK
Well, before the Beatles wote
"Yesterday", "Help", "A Hard
Day's Night", or any of their
ot her great songs, they covered --

remade -- songs by other people.
How many of you have heard this
song?

He puts the needle down on "Roll over Beethoven"” and lets it
play for a nonent.

HERRI CK
This is their cover of a song
by Chuck Berry.

He plays a mnute of the Chuck Berry version.

HERRI CK
Chuck Berry is one of the fathers
of rock and roll. He cones
froma background influenced by
country and blues. Now the
bl ues, twel vebar blues, is a
formof nusic quite unique to
Anerica. One of the
characteristics of the blues is
t he use of the diatonic scale..

He starts witing on the bl ackboard.
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| NT. CAFETERI A, DAY

The teachers' table is full.

WOLTERS
M. Herrick, there have been a
few conpl ai nts about you teaching
the students this rock and rol
junk. ..

HERRI CK
Conpl ai nts, from who?

WOLTERS
Wom This is a very
conservative little town, M.
Herrick... You! Woley! Conme
her e!

30.

One of the boys freezes in his tracks like a deer in a

headl i ght .

He wal ks over to Principal Wlters,

wi sp of hair on the boy's neck.

WOLTERS
A haircut by first period
tomorrow or you're out. Nothing
over the collar or belowthe
eyebrows. Get a haircut or a
dog |icense.

WOOLEY
Yes, M. Wlters.

who grabs a

The kid nakes his escape and Wil ters turns back to Herrick.

WOLTERS
It's not that I'minterfering
in your curriculum M. Herrick,
but I do have to answer to the
School Board and the parents.
G ve ne an answer for them M.
Herri ck.

HERRI CK
Tell them | teach nmusic. And
use any formof nusic that wll
get a student to |isten.
Everything fromthe Beatles to
Beet hoven.

WOLTERS
That's a good answer, M.
Herrick. | can tell themthat.

Thank you. M ss Fenni ng!
( MORE)
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WOLTERS ( CONT' D)
Is that lipstick or is your
nmout h bl eedi ng?! M ss Fenni ng!

He hol ds out a paper napkin to the offending teen. She w pes
her mouth. Herrick starts away.

WOLTERS
One other thing, M. Herrick..

Herrick grimaces and stops.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, DAY

Herrick bursts inside, dunps his briefcase, and hurries over
to a book shelf.

Iris sits on the sofa, head in her hands. Herrick shuffles
qui ckly through the books.

HERRI CK
H, hon. That bastard Wlters
dunped one on ne at |unch today.
He wants a Kennedy H gh Marching
Band! A marching band! | never
took that course. M roomate
conped it for ne 'cause | had a

gig at a jazz club. [|'ve got a
book here sonmewhere... A marching
band. | never even saw "The
Musi ¢ Man".

He finally notices Iris. She gets up fromthe sofa, tears
in her eyes, and runs out of the room Baffled, Herrick
foll ows her.

EXT. BACK PORCH, DAY

Iris sits on the steps, crying. Herrick sits next to her
and puts an arm around her shoul ders.

HERRI CK
What's wong, hon? Bad day at
t he baby factory?

That nakes her cry | ouder.

IRI'S
I ... we ... we're ... | don't
know what happened ... | did
everything... |'m pregnant!

Herrick is stunned.
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IRI'S
| took the pills every day. |
never m ssed a day. They say
they re al nost one hundred
percent effective ... | never
t hought... "al nost"

HERRI CK
A baby ... ?

IRI'S
|"mso sorry, Carl..

HERRI CK
Sorry ... ? lris, don't be
sorry. W're gonna have a baby --
a baby.
eat)
You don't want a baby? | want
a baby. Ww ... a baby.

IRI'S
You don't nean that, | know.
W were going to wait until you
finished the synphony.

HERRI CK
So I work another year... A
baby. ..
IRI'S
| don't believe you.
HERRI CK
Iris, believe ne. This is great
news.
IRI'S
You're just saying that.
HERRI CK
Iris, honey... Renmenber when
told you about hearing John
Col etrane when | was fifteen
caoL ?

IRI'S
It was your birthday, yeah,
yeah. \What's that old story
got to do with..

HERRI CK
Just let ne finish.
( MORE)
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HERRI CK ( CONT' D)
My father, in his esteened
w sdom got nme a gift certificate
at the record store. | ran
down there and got as many of
the latest records as | coul d.
One was by John Col etrane.
pl ayed the others.. "Heartbreak
Hotel ", Gogi Gant, "The Wayward
Wnd", the new Platters song, |
| oved The Platters. Then | put
on the Coletrane. | wasn't
sure who he was, but the guy at
the record store said he knew
I'"d like it. He knewl'd |ike

it.

(beat)
It changed ny life. No offense,
but not even marrying you has
had the sane effect on ne.

| RIS
| know that -- it's ny cross to
bear. But...

HERRI CK

Let me finish. Three notes
fromthat horn, that gol den
horn, and | knew that | wanted
to be a nusician. That's what
l'"d do with nmy life, create
music. And that |1'd be a great
musi ci an soneday.

IR S
You are, Carl, but...

He shushes her with a finger to her |ips, then cups her face
in his hands and | ooks into her eyes.

HERRI CK
Iris, when you just said we
were going to have a baby I got
that sanme feeling -- like I was
hearing Col etrane's horn for
the first tinme again.

IRI'S
Aww, honey She bursts into tears
again and waps her arns around
Herri ck.

HERRI CK
And now you're crying again.
What ?
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| RIS
Oh, shut up.

And she ki sses him

HERRI CK
VWhat |'mtrying to say...

IRI'S

| know what you're trying to
say. Maybe it's a lie, maybe
not... I"'mnot in the best
condition to tell. But if it
is... it's the best, sweetest,
nost beautiful lie you' ve ever
told me and | love you for it.

They hold each other for a long tine.

EXT. FOOTBALL FI ELD, DAY

The potential band nenbers, with instrunents, are standing
in rows at one end of the field. The football team practices
at the other end.

Herrick tries to line themup according to the book, tronbones
in one row, druns at the back, etc., but the rows won't cone
out even and he gives up on that.

He takes his position at the front of the band, raises the
baton, and gives the signal to march. The kids start wal ki ng,

sone left foot first, sonme right. It |ooks like hell.

He stops themand tries again -- alittle better -- alittle
better still -- until they finally march in unison.

Herrick orders a left turn -- imediate chaos. Kids hit

each other with their instrunents, trip over their own feet,
and pretty soon the whole band i s down.

The football players |augh.

Herrick gets themto set their instrunents aside, then back
in rows. They start marching once nore. He orders a right
turn -- nore chaos, even w thout instrunents.

Herrick sighs, this is going to be a long road. The foot bal
pl ayers start to heckle, but Mister shuts themup and wal ks
down the field to Herrick.

MElI STER
| was three years in the Arny,
mar ched ny keester off.

( MORE)
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MEI STER ( CONT' D)
| can get themto march, but
the rest is up to you.

Mei ster lines the kids up.

MEI STER
(to kids)
TEN- HUT!

The kids | ook at hi m bl ankly.

MElI STER
(to Herrick)
W got a long way to go.

| NT. MUSI C ROOM DAY
Herrick is hanging pictures of the Beatles. GCertrude hel ps.

HERRI CK
| don't know. What | want to
wite is a synphony that wll
enconpass every nmaj or form of
American nmusic. Ml ding
classical notifs with rock and
roll, jazz with tin pan alley.
Fi ve novenents, sone with lyrics,
sonme without, but all celebrating
the American nusical idiom
Gershwin did the sane thing in
his time -- I'lIl do it in ours.

GERTRUDE
Good for you, M. Herrick.

They finish and Herrick notices LOU S RUS, a student, waiting
patiently.

RUS
M. Herrick.

GERTRUDE
| gotta go, there's a student
council neeting in five mnutes.

HERRI CK
(to Rus)
What can | do for you, M... ?
RUS
Rus, Louie Rus. | gotta take

sonme nusic thing
( MORE)
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RUS ( CONT' D)
|"'m College Prep and it's nusic
or another foreign | anguage. |
al ready flunked Gernman, Spani sh,
and Latin, what's the point in
trying French? So ny counsel or
okayed nusic as a kinda
substitute for a | anguage.

HERRI CK
It's late in the termto catch
up on "Theory and Hi story".

RUS
| can't do none of that, | want
to play sonmething. That counts
as music, don't it?

HERRI CK
Yes, but ... you need to learn
some fundanental s.

RUS
Look, M. Herrick, 1'"Il work
har d. | know how to work, I'm

just not a school kind of person.

| don't learn things easy and

if I get into college it'll be
on a wrestling schol arship.
l"mnot a brain, I'ma jock,

that's it. Let nme learn the
drum one of those big ones.

HERRI CK
A drun? A big one? Wy not a
hor n?

RUS
No fruity instrunents
HERRI CK
A tuba then
RUS
Tuba's for fat guys wth pinples.
HERRI CK
Tronbone, | need anot her
t ronbone.
RUS
Twer ps.
HERRI CK

A triangle -- ding!

36.
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Rus just glares at him

RUS
A drum sonething | can just
bang on. Hell ... heck, even |
can do that. G ve ne a chance,
M. Herrick. M counselor, M.
Mei ster's just about given up,
you're ny last chance. |'I|
wor k har d.

Herrick | ooks at the kid.

HERRI CK
| coul d use anot her drummer.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Herrick is doodling at the piano. 1Iris enters with several
phot ographs that she begins to frane and package.

IRI'S
There was a point there | thought
if I never saw anot her baby
again |'d be a happy canper.
Now. .. You're not witing.

HERRI CK
|'ve settled on three nanes.
Tatum after Art Tatum of
course. Coletrane ... how s
t hat sound? Col etrane Herri ck.

IRI'S
Li ke a westler.

HERRI CK
And Dizzy, after ny man Dizzy
G |l espie.

IRI'S

| thought we settled this "D zzy"
thing. A kid has enough probl ens
wi t hout a handicap |ike that.

And if 1t's agirl?

HERRI CK
| thought of that, too! Lena,
Eart ha or, of course, EIa.
Need | say nore?

IR S
| Iike ElIa.
( MORE)
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| RIS (CONT' D)
If it's a boy we'll call him
Kodak or Mnolta. | got it, |
got it -- we'll call him

Pol aroid, Roid for short.

HERRI CK
You're not taking this seriously.

IRI'S
| guess not. Maybe |'m Dizzy.

| NT. REHEARSAL ROOM DAY

The school orchestra is assenbled with Louie Rus on the bass
drumnext to the kettle drum player. The nmusic is Beethoven's
First and it's going okay -- until Rus hits the drum BOOM
Herrick waves his baton and stops the nusic.

HERRI CK
You're early, M. Rus. Again,
pick it up at bar twenty-four.

He waves the baton and the next few bars go well. Herrick
stops them agai n.

HERRI CK
Where were you, M. Rus?

RUS
Sorry.

HERRI CK
And M ss Lubbers, could you
find a key closer to the one
the rest of us are using? Thank
you. People, let's try to start
together. Again, frombar twenty-
four.

He waves the baton and it goes swmingly for a nonent, M ss
Lubbers concentrating |i ke the dickens, Rus |ooking baffled.

BOOM  BOOM

Herrick throws the baton into the air. The nusicians fal
apart.

HERRI CK
M. Rus, if you would, please.
Let's wal k and tal k.

Rus | eaves his drum and wal ks over to Herrick. Herrick puts
an arm around his shoul der and wal ks hi mover to the corner.
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HERRI CK
M. Rus, | thought you said you
could read nusic.

RUS
| can, when it has words. This
stuff's got no words.

Herrick | ooks |Iike he just crapped a pi neappl e.

| NT. MJUSI C ROOM DAY

It's Herrick and Rus alone. Herrick points to a nusical
staff he's put on the bl ackboard.

HERRI CK
E- G- B-D- F... It's easy
to remenber. Every Good Boy Does
Fine. F- A- C- E. .. Face,
that's easy enough. Those are
t he notes.

RUS
It's |ike a code.

HERRI CK
Exactly! And you have to know
that code because it's telling
you where to cone in.

RUS
And bang the drum

HERRI CK
Exact | y!
EXT. KENNEDY HI GH, DAY

There i s snow everywhere.

I NT. GYMNASI UM DAY

The band marches across the gymfloor in their stocking feet,
W thout instrunents. They aren't doing too bad.

HERRI CK
kay, let's try it with nusic.
(to hinself)
And |l et the saints preserve us.
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| NT. REHEARSAL ROOM DAY

Herrick is working with Rus.

HERRI CK
Just sing the notes on the page.
RUS
| sing like shit ... sorry, M.
Herrick. | sing like ... you
know.
HERRI CK

" m not auditioning you for the
Met ropolitan opera. Just sing
t he notes.

RUS
Ckay.

HERRI CK
That's a sharp. Go on

EXT. HERRI CK HOUSE, N GHT

Carol ers wal k from house to house singing Christnmas carols.
Herrick pulls into the driveway.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Iris is curled up asleep on the sofa under a pile of blankets.
She | ooks pal e and weak. The sound of Herrick entering wakes
her up. He pulls off his gloves and coat.

HERRI CK
Cotta get the heater fixed in
t hat piece of junk.

IR S
You're | ate.

HERRI CK
| have this kid... He thinks
he's dunb, so he is.

IR S
s he? Dunb?

HERRI CK
| don't think so. Honey, are
you okay?
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IRI'S

| don't know.

At first

41.

| thought

it was just nore norning

You had anyt hi ng

si ckness, but...
He puts a hand to her forehead.
HERRI CK
You feel hot.
to eat?

| RIS
I
but it didn't stay.
somet hi ng.

tried to get sone |unch down,

"1 fix

She tries to get up, but he pushes her gently back down and

| ooks at her neck.

HERRI CK

Honey, you have little red spots.

She pulls the blankets away and | ooks for

horrifi ed.

| RIS
Gh, ny god...!

She doesn't know whether to cry or scream

| NT. HAVI LAND HOSPI TAL, NI GHT

lris,
gurney in an exam nation room

They are both nervous, worried
friendly.
VEI TZMAN
|'"'mafraid, M. Herr
Herrick, that it is
HERRI CK
Jesus. ..
school, | could have
hore.

IRI'S

| could have caught

of the 'mpbthers or o
babies... it's... W
our baby, Doctor?

weari ng one of those stupid open-back gowns,

herself. She is
sits on a
Herri ck hol ds her hand.

DR. WEI TZMAN ent er s,

ick, Ms.
rubel | a.

It's been going around

brought it

it fromany
ne of the
at about
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VEI TZVAN
It's ... definitely not the
best news. You, Ms. Herrick
are at very little risk. On
t he other hand, the disease is
known to cause damage to the
fetus.

The news tears Herrick's heart out.

HERRI CK
What ki nd of danage?

The Herricks | ook at each other and Iris clutches his arm
VEI TZMAN

Possi bl e congeni tal heart
di sorder, or hearing |oss..

sone are born blind... I'm
telling you the worst prospects,
but... it could be mnor. | t

coul d be nothing, but...

IR S
VWhatever it is, we can handl e
it. Can't we, Carl?

They | ook at each other, not so sure.

| NT. REHEARSAL ROOM DAY

Rus is ready in front of a nusic stand, drunstick in hand,
big bass drumwaiting. He reads the sheet nusic.

RUS
Da- da- da- da- da- de- de- dum .

Herrick isn't really listening.

RUS
Da- dum da- dum da- da- da. .

BOOM Rus strikes the drum Herrick is instantly paying
attention.

RUS
Da- da- dum dunm de.

BOOM  BOOM

RUS
Da- da- da- daah!
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BOOM Rus | aughs and beats out a celebratory riff on the
bi g drum

HERRI CK
Al right, all right! | don't
see any notation calling for
i nprovi sation, M. Rus.

RUS
| didit! Ww Hey, M. Herrick
| can play this shit! Sorry,
play this drum

HERRI CK
Yes, M. Rus, you can. Maybe
you don't know it, but you've
al so | earned a new | anguage. A
whol e new | anguage.

RUS
VWw, | did. | have.

HERRI CK
Maybe all you wanted to do was
bang on sonet hi ng, but you,
sir, have | earned a | anguage.

RUS
Yeah! Wait'll ny dad hears
this shit... sorry, stuff.
HERRI CK

There's nothing to be sorry
about, M. Rus.

Herri ck catches sone of Rust enthusiasm

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

It is raining outside. Herrick works at the piano, his back
to lris. She is boxing up her photography chem cals and
equi pnent. Her pregnancy is show ng.

HERRI CK
You don't have to do that, Iris.

| RIS
The chem cals can't be good for
a grow ng baby. [I'mjust putting
t he canmeras and equi pnment out
of the way for now Since |
had the neasl es peopl e haven't
been bringing nme their babies.

( MORE)
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| RIS (CONT' D)
Not that | blame them | don't
feel much |ike taking pi ctures
y.

of babi es an
Herrick turns and sees her crying. He waps Iris in his
arns.
EXT. MAI N STREET, DAY
It is May and tinme for a parade. The sidewal ks are |ined
w th spectators, anmong thema very pregnant Iris, sitting in
a |l ounge chair at the curb.

A band marches down the street playing "Seventy-Six

Tronbones”. The nusicians are hi gh-stepping, great-I| ooking,
all-American kids. They pause in front of Iris and do a few
fancy steps and flourishes and nove on -- very i npressive.

The peopl e appl aud ent husi astically.

A float is next -- a salute to sugar beets.

EXT. SIDE STREET, DAY
Herrick runs around madly, trying to get the band together.

HERRI CK
Strull! Where the hell is
Strull?!  Anybody... Doel, where
did those brown shoes cone fronf
The uniformis bl ack shoes, you
were given bl ack shoes, where
did those brown shoes cone fronf!
Has anyone seen Strul | ?!
Grossman, where's your nusic?
Pay attention to it! Everybody
stay calm It's just like
rehearsal, except for thousands
of people out there.

EXT. MAIN STREET, DAY

I ris watches anot her band approach, playing the "Col onel
Bogey March". Their maneuvers are intricate, weaving in and
out of each other, pauses, deep bows, twirling their
instrunments in precision. They provide an exciting show --
next week they'll be on Ed Sullivan. WMajor applause from

t he audi ence.

Anot her float pulled by a John Deere tractor -- the National
Pi ckl e Harvesters Associ ati on.
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EXT. SI DE STREET, DAY
Herrick has the kids in formation.

HERRI CK
One, two, three, four, March

I nstant chaos. A waiting band and band master start to | augh.
HERRI CK
Hold it! Hold it! HODIT!
Al right, people, let's al
take a deep breath, get back in
formation.

A parade official is waving themonto the parade route.
Herrick turns on him

HERRI CK
WE' RE DO NG THE BEST WE CAN
DAWNI T!

The band stares at himin surprise. He smles weakly.

EXT. MAI N STREET, DAY
Iris and anot her pregnant wonman are sharing cotton candy.
Down the street cone a nmajorette and two standard-bearers
carrying a big cloth banner.
John F. Kennedy H gh School
Mar chi ng Band
Havi | and, M chi gan
The band isn't playing, they're concentrating on their
marching. My, they do | ook spiffy in their new uniforns
Herrick, in his matching band | eader's uniform w nks at
Iris.
Herrick nods to the majorette. She raises her baton.
BAH  BAH  BAHWP!
BAHWP!  BAHWP!
BAH  BAH  BAHWP!
It's "Louie, Louie"'.

The crowd goes nuts, applauding, cheering, yelling. And the
Kennedy Hi gh School Marching Band parades down the street.
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Louis Rus is proud of hinself, and rightly so. But Herrick
is swelled up like a Macy's Thanksgi vi ng Day Parade bal | oon.
| NT. GYMNASI UM DAY

Graduation day -- "Good Luck to the C ass of 1966"

Gertrude isn't wwth the orchestra, she's in cap and gown

with the other graduates. But Louis Rus is in the orchestra.
They play "Yesterday".

EXT. COUNTY ROAD, DAY

A '67 Plynouth careens down the road. It's the Drivers Ed
car, there's that sign on the trunk. The car speeds through
a stop sign. The nusic -- "Baby You Can Drive My Car"”

| NT. PLYMOUTH, DAY

Herrick is driving, a madman behind the wheel. DARYL is the
student in the passenger seat. Two nore students are in the
back, one terrified, one getting off on the trip.

DARYL
That was a stop sign you went
t hrough back there, M. Herrick.

Herrick ignores him

DARYL
You are definitely speeding,
M. Herrick, definitely. Oh,
that's another stop sign. You
cut that lady off back there.

The car turns off the road and into the outskirts of a town.

DARYL
| don't think you can pass on
the right, M. Herrick. On, ny
gosh ... this is a one-way

street, M. Herrick.

HERRI CK
M. Hosta! Shut the hell up!

DARYL
Shut s up.
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EXT. HAVI LAND CI TY HOSPI TAL, DAY

Herrick pulls to a stop in front of the hospital and runs
i nsi de.

I NT. MATERNI TY WARD, DAY

Herrick runs into the corridor, past the nursery -- skids to
a stop, backs up, |ooks at the babies, realizes he won't be
able to recognize his -- and runs to the nurses' station.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM DAY

Iris is propped up in bed, a baby in her arnms, a nurse making
a notation on her chart.

Herrick bursts into the room sees everything all right, and
tries to calm hinself.

HERRI CK

Are you all right?
IRI'S

l'"'mfine. Cone neet your son.
HERRI CK

Ason...? | cane as fast as |

could, but we were all the way
the other side of Allegan County.

| called in and... Ason ... ?
IRI'S

My water broke and Wendy brought

me to the hospital. It was

easy, everybody's been telling
me how | ucky I am

HERRI CK
A son... |Is he...
IR S
He's fine. | counted all the

toes and fingers. The doctor
says he's perfect.

HERRI CK
Perfect...

He kisses her. There is a noise at the door. Daryl and the
ot her two students.

DARYL
W can't get back to school
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HERRI CK
Keep the car, 1'll manage.

DARYL
(sarcastic)
W don't have |icenses, M.
Herri ck.

HERRI CK
Ckay, okay, give ne a few
m nutes. Come on in, Met
Col etrane Herri ck.

The kids take a | ook at the baby.

DARYL
Col etrane? Wat ki nd of nane
is that?

HERRI CK

You're on thin ice, Daryl

IRI'S
| think just Cole will be fine.

Herrick bends over to Look at his son.

EXT. KENNEDY Hl GH, DAY

A school bus pulls up to the curb and unl oads students.
Fallen leaves litter the grass. The marquee is being erected
on the | awn.

I NT. MJUSI C ROOM DAY

The bel

rings and the students settle in. Herrick is
smling, ful

| of enthusiasm

HERRI CK
Wel come to Music Theory. Look
at your schedule. If Misic 101
isn't listed for this hour then
it's your tough | uck.

| NT. REHEARSAL ROOM DAY
Herrick and JILL LOHVAN, one of the students, are al one.

The girl looks at the floor, at the walls, at her hands,
never at Herri ck.
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HERRI CK
Your grades are excellent, Mss
Lohman, excellent. But you
never speak in class, not even
when | call on you. The girls'
counsel or, Ms. Ahlberg, says
you won't talk even to her. As
your faculty advisor |'ve been
asked to help you, but | can't
if you don't tell ne what the
probl emis.

She is silent.

HERRI CK
Your grades prove you do the
assignnments... is there a problem
at hone.
She shakes her head.
HERRI CK

Are you afraid of sonething?
She nods.

HERRI CK
Real |y, what? The teachers,
t he ot her students?

She nods agai n.

HERRI CK
Wiich is it, the teachers or
the students? C non, Mss
Lohman. One word will make ny
day. Students or teachers?

L OHVAN
(softly)
Bot h.

The word is so low it could have been a sigh instead of a
wor d.

HERRI CK
Bot h? Both. Now we're getting
somewhere. You're shy, aren't

you, Mss Lohman? Shy ... that's
not such a bad thing. Well, it
can be when you think everyone

is staring at you. | was shy

when | was your age.

She | ooks at himbriefly.
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She seens

HERRI CK
| was so shy I had a pernmanent
crick in my neck froml ooking
down to see if ny fly was open
She al nost | aughs. Here's a
trick that worked for nme. Every
time you have to speak just
| ook at the person you're
addressing and i magi ne them

naked.
LOHVAN
(softly)
Naked... ?
HERRI CK

Naked. It takes all the threat
right out of their presence.

LOHVAN

Naked. . .
HERRI CK

It worked for me, try it.

to be thinking seriously -- she final
LOHVAN

Il will, M. Herrick. Thank

you.

There is a knock and Principal Wlters enters.

gets up.

WOLTERS
Good afternoon, M ss Lohnman.
How are we today?

y nods.

The girl

She |l owers her eyes and starts to scurry past him

She | ooks

HERRI CK
M ss Lohnan. ..

briefly at Herrick, then at the Princi

pal . She

50.

| ooks hi mup and down, imagining. Wlters starts to frown

under her

focused gaze. She starts giggling.

L OHVAN
We are fine today, M. Wlters.

And she scurries past himand out the door.

Wl ters | ooks at Herrick, who shrugs innocently.
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EXT. HERRI CK HOUSE, N GHT

Fal | en | eaves have been raked into piles.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE

Herrick conposes at the piano. Iris is making a cradle from
an orange crate and two wooden coat hangers.

The baby is in a floor-nounted baby swi ng, being rocked with
Herrick's left foot. Herrick plays, slowy at first, then
faster and faster. Preoccupied, he doesn't realize he's
rocki ng the baby faster, too. Soon the baby is sw nging
like the tail of a happy pup.

IR S
Carl!

He is jerked out of his concentration. |Iris points her hamrer
at the baby. Herrick stops the sw ng.

IR S
Wite a waltz.

Herrick smles and chucks the baby under the chin.

HERRI CK
You kidding? This kid's got a
rock and roll soul and a boogie
woogi e heart.

Herrick goes back to work.

EXT. TRAI LER, DAY

ED CLAYPOOL, a teenage boy, shovels snow on the |ong path
fromthe weather-beaten trailer to the mail box on the road.
Junk cars and tractors poke through the snow

Herrick pulls up in his Corvair and parks. The boy sees
Herrick and runs back to the trailer. Herrick gets out of
the car and sees the trailer door slamclosed. He checks
the mail box --"C aypool "

Herrick waps his scarf nore tightly against the cold and
wal ks up the driveway through the snow. He knocks on the
trailer door. No one answers.

Herrick sees the curtain at one of the wi ndows nove. He
knocks agai n.
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HERRI CK
M. daypool, I know you're in
there. | saw you shoveling

SNOW.

There is a nuffl ed, desperate conversation inside, shuffling

around. The door is opened. Seen up close,

needs a haircut, his clothes are too small,

unconfortable to see Herri ck.

ED
H, M. Herrick.

HERRI CK
M. C aypool, are your parents
home?

ED
No, they got a couple days work
i n Benton Harbor.

HERRI CK
Ch, what kind of work?

ED
They haul scrap, old cars and
stuff. They got to pick it up
in Benton Harbor and haul it to
Pennsyl vania, | think. W own
our own truck

HERRI CK
That's nice. Could | cone in?
It's cold out here.

ED
| guess so.

He opens the door for Herrick to enter.

| NT. TRAI LER, DAY

Ed d aypool
and he i s nost

Ed C aypool conmes froma poor famly. Everything is worn
and threadbare, the trailer cluttered. Ed is nervous, self

consci ous.

Herrick takes off his gloves and scarf,

He sits.

HERRI CK
Heater in ny car's worthl ess.

The boy sits.

opens his coat.
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HERRI CK
We've m ssed you in school this
week.

ED
Uh, | was sick ... a cold.

Ed sniffles for effect. Herrick is doubtful.

ED
Maybe the flu..
HERRI CK
Sure. But you seem okay today.

(beat)

Ed, you're a bright kid, and
your grades are pretty good.
But these unexpl ai ned absences
have a terrible effect on your
record. M. Wlters wants to
expel you unless you can cone
up with a good excuse.

Ed doesn't know how to respond. He |ooks at the floor.
Herrick waits himout, also | ooking at the floor.

Then he sees it -- Ed O aypool's shoes. dd, ratty tennis
shoes with holes through the canvas, rubber peeling. In the
relative warnth of the trailer the snow on them has nelted
and wat er squi shes out of the holes.

Ed sees Herrick staring at his shoes. He panics, enbarrassed --
he | ooks Iike he mght cry.

Herrick | ooks away sel f-consciously -- and sees EDNA, the
boy's eight-year-old sister as she steps out of a snal
cl oset.

EDNA
| have to pee.

She points toward the bathroom Herrick can't hel p | ooking
at her feet -- worn out tennis shoes.

Herrick | ooks at Ed C aypool .

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

The baby rocks in the conpleted cradle. |Iris has decorated
it with daisy stickers and painted his nanme on the headboard.
She' s taki ng phot ographs of the baby while Herrick works at

t he pi ano.
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HERRI CK
The bus pick-up is a quartermle
fromtheir house. It seens

that the little girl got
frostbite wal ki ng home during
the first cold snap. So the
parents told themto stay hone
on real cold days.

IRI'S
Coul dn't the bus go the extra
gquarter-mle and pick them up?

HERRI CK
| told Wlters about it.
(beat)
And | took them downt own and
bought them each a pair of w nter
shoes. Ckay ... ? Qut of the
"opus" fund.

IR S
That's real nice, Carl.

HERRI CK
| got them sone gal oshes, too.

| RIS
It's your opus.

HERRI CK
And a good wi nter coat.

She takes a picture of himat the piano.

HERRI CK
VWhat was that for?
IRI'S
Posterity. | think I'll send

it to the National Geographic.
A dying species -- the | ast
real nmensch

| NT. GYMNASI UM DAY
Graduation day finds Herrick at his usual post on the stage
with the orchestra. "Good Luck! Cass of 1967!" Reads the

banner.

The orchestra finishes the last few strains of "To Sir, Wth
Love". Wlters takes the podi um

WOLTERS
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And now, our Salutatorian, Jill Lohman.

M ss Lohman takes the podiumand waits for the applause to
di e down.

L OHVAN
Fel | ow graduat es, our honored
faculty, parents, friends..

She | ooks into the audi ence -- and freezes. She sees them
| ooki ng back at her. She averts her eyes, |ooks around the
gym at her notes.

L OHVAN
Pani cky, she catches Herrick's
eye. He takes a deep breath --
so does she.

She | ooks back at the audience -- and sniles. She |ooks
back at Herrick -- and smles. He crosses his |legs and shifts
in his chair. She turns back to the audi ence.

LCHVAN
| would |ike to begin by
par aphrasi ng a popul ar rock
song. So as not to offend the
nore conservative nenbers of
our audience | would like to
remnd themthat this song was
originally recorded by the fol k
singer, Pete Seeger. |If even
that offends you I'd like to
poi nt out that the words were
taken fromthe Book of
Eccl esi astes, the A d Testanent.
"To everything, there is a
season, turn, turn, turn. And
a tinme for every purpose under
heaven.

Atinme to gain, atine to |ose.
Atine torend, atime to sew
Atime to love, a tinme to hate.
Atinme for peace, | swear it's
not too Iate... "

She smles at Herrick triunphantly.

L OHVAN
Fel |l ow graduates, it is our
time. We live in a country
that has traveled to the noon
tw ce, but only sixteen percent
of black children in the south
attend an integrated school.

( MORE)
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LOHMAN ( CONT' D)
We have a generation of young
peopl e calling for peace while
our country is at war in
Sout heast Asi a. . .

Gve '"em hell, Mss Lohman.

| NT. MJUSI C ROOM DAY

Herrick, without his tie, is at the piano, working on his
music. A girl knocks on the door and enters.

G RL
M. Herrick, will you sign ny
year book?
She is dressed for vacation in shorts and a T-shirt.

HERRI CK
Sur e.

She opens the yearbook for himand he wites sonething.
G RL
Ch, that's sweet. Thanks, M.
Herrick. You have a good sumrer
vacati on.

He nods, wanting to get back to his work. She | eaves and he
pl ays a couple notes on the piano. That's it. He's done!

Herrick smles at the pages of his conposition. He gathers
up the notated pages and wal ks out of the room

| NT. HALLWAY

Herrick's wal k qui ckens and he is alnost running by the tine
he reaches the Principal's Ofice.

| NT. PRI NClI PAL' S OFFI CE

DONNA, a | one secretary is working at a desk.

HERRI CK
Donna, use the phone?

The request is perfunctory as he grabs the phone and dial s.



Converted to PDF by www screental k. org 57.

HERRI CK
(i nto phone)
Iris! | finished it! The first

movenent! Ch, there's sone
notation that needs to be cl eaned
up, but dam, it's really done!
Sorry, Donna.

(beat)
Vell, I was thinking you could
drop off Cole at the baby sitter
and |1'lIl stop downtown and pick

up a bottle of wne..

Herrick is self-conscious, even though Donna is trying not
to listen in.

HERRI CK
What ever the sitter wants.
Let's splurge a little. 1"11I
stop by the record store and
get sonme nood nusic

(beat)
No, | know I don't need anot her
al bum.. Hon, we're cel ebrating!
(beat)
About an hour... see you!

He hangs up, grins at Donna, and gives her an inpul sive kiss.
Donna i s nonplussed -- she has never been kissed at work --
ever. Herrick runs out.

EXT. KENNEDY HI GH, DAY

The marquee is being changed. Down with "Congratul ati ons
Class of "67" and up with "Drivers Education Program starts
June 20".

Herrick drives away fromthe school, top down, radi o blaring,
singing "Seventh Son" along with Johnny Rivers.

EXT. HERRI CK HOUSE, DAY

The Corvair is parked in the driveway.. Iris pulls in behind
it in her VWvan. She gets out, checks her new hairdo, and
enters the house.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE

Herrick sits on the sofa, his back to the doorway. On the

coffee table are a bottle of wine and two gl asses and the
pages of nusic.
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| RIS
Sorry | took so long, Carl, but
| got ny hair done so you can
mess it up.

She is flirty and girlish. Herrick turns to face her -- his
eyes are rimmed in red, his face twisted in grief.

IRI'S
Carl, what's w ong?!

He gathers up the pages of nusic.

HERRI CK
This. This! It's crap..
junk... It's not worth the paper
it's printed on. It's shit!

IRI'S
Ch, honey, noit's not. |1've
heard sone of it... You're
just...

HERRI CK
| know what |'mtal king about.
Listen... | got the new Beatl es
al bum

He goes over to the stereo, drops the needle on a record.
The cover for "Sergeant Peppers Lonely Hearts C ub Band" is
on the floor.

The unm stakable strains of "A Day In the Life" begin.

HERRI CK
Listen, listen... They did it...
and it's great. Nothing I've
witten can ever conme close to
this. It's... perfect... And |
wote... crap..

He shoves the pages of sheet nmusic into a desk drawer -- he
is destroyed.

HERRI CK
They did it. Better than
ever could ... ever wll...

Iris puts her arnms around him They are silent. "A Day In
the Life" plays on.
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MONTAGE -- STREETS & ROADS, DAY

The nusic, "on the Road Again" by Canned Heat. The Drivers
Ed car, the "67 Plymouth, frog hops along a street.

Then a ' 68 Pl ynout h.

END MONTAGE.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Iris is assenbling wooden toys. No nails, no screws, just
Elmer's glue and well-cut pieces. A few conpleted, brightly
pai nted ones | ay around the room

Herrick doodles on the piano with young Cole on his |ap.
Cole, a two-year-old, wears gl asses.

HERRI CK
| wonder if | can get the school
board to | et the band pl ay
sonet hing by Jim Hendrix or
Creedence ... or maybe Santana
or Marvin Gaye. Sonething a
littl e nore nodern.

IRI'S
As long as it has no reference
to drugs, sex, or teenage
rebellion | think you'll be
okay.

She looks at him a little worri ed.

HERRI CK
Well, that just about cuts out
everything but the Partridge
Fam |y and the Archies and |
have ny doubts about "Sugar,
Sugar". Wat do you think,
Col e, should we give them a
l[ittle Howling WoIf?

Herrick starts poundi ng out "Back Door Man", bouncing Cole
up and down on his knee. Cole pounds on the keys with his
l[ittl e hands.

HERRI CK
Look, Honey, he's got the beat.
The kid's a natural, he's gonna
be a nusical geni us.

( MORE)
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HERRI CK ( CONT' D)
It's all that nmusic | played
for himwhile you were pregnant,
it's in his blood. Now appearing
at Radio Cty Music Hall, Cole
Gershwin Herrick! Ta-dah

Cole laughs. Iris wal ks over and |lays a hand on Herrick's
shoul der and waits for himto stop playing.
| RIS
Carl ... he's deaf.
HERRI CK
What ? That's inpossi bl e.
| RIS
The doctor finished the tests
today. The neasles ... he can't
hear, at all -- and probably

never wll.
Herrick | ooks at his son, disbelieving.

HERRI CK
That's i npossi bl e.

He puts the boy on the floor, stands behind hi mand cl aps
hi s hands together sharply. Cole doesn't respond. Herrick
tries it again -- nothing.

Herrick stonps his feet. Cole turns around.

HERRI CK
There! See, he heard ne.

IRI'S
He felt the vibration through
the floor, Carl. They ran al
sorts of tests. He's deaf.

Herrick slunps onto the piano bench, |ooking at Cole. Bani

He sl anms the cover over the piano keys. The boy doesn't
respond. Herrick stares at the floor, destroyed.

MONTAGE -- ROAD, DAY

A '69 Plymobuth -- jerking and jolting along the road with
Canned Heat .

A '70 Ford. A '70 Ford? Yes and the sign on the door is
new. "This Drivers Education 1970 Ford Conpli nents of
Al liance Ford".
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A'71 Plymouth -- Nolin Plynouth/Chrysler is back.

END MONTAGE.

| NT. MJUSI C ROOM DAY

The bust of Beethoven is wearing psychedelic paint. Herrick
is talking to a class of new students. The class is becom ng
nore ethnically m xed.

HERRI CK
How many of you like classical
musi ¢?
A few tentative hands are rai sed -- brown-nosers.
HERRI CK

What would you think if I told
you that Procol Harumis "A Witer
Shade of Pale" is a new version
of the Bach cantata, "Sleepers
Awake"? How many of you like
The Rol ling Stones?

He plays a couple bars of "Junping Jack Flash”

HERRI CK
How many of you know that this
song was based on a Chuck Berry
riff?

He plays a little of Chuck Berry.

HERRI CK
Chuck Berry is a rhythm and
bl ues artist and the blues is a
truly American formof nusic
based upon the diatonic scale.
The di atonic scale..

Herrick turns to the bl ackboard and starts witing.

YNTEMA (O S.)
How | ame. ..

Herrick turns back to the cl ass.

HERRI CK
Par don nme?
YNTEMA
Lane... | said what a | ane way

to get into scales.
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Herrick finds the sarcastic voice and the little snot naned
YNTEMA that it belongs to. He checks the seating chart.

HERRI CK
M...Yntema, | amnot here to
be graded by you. You are here
to be graded by ne. Keep your
criticisns to yourself.

He goes back to the bl ackboard.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Herrick works at the desk. Iris enters with five-year-old
Cole, cute as a bug in his little glasses, dressed up, hair
slicked back

IR S
We're all ready!

HERRI CK
"' m not.

IR S
We'll wait, won't we, Cole.

She chucks Col e under the chin.

HERRI CK
lris, you go ahead. | have to
transpose all these parts for
t he honecom ng concert.

IRI'S
This is the second signing class
you' ve m ssed. ..

HERRI CK
"1l catch up.

Iris stands there a second, debating whether to push it.

| RIS
Al right. Cole, say good-bye
t o Daddy.
She signs to Cole. Cole signs to Herrick -- Herrick waves

good- bye.

| NT. HALLWAY, DAY

Herrick hurries toward the Principal's Ofice.
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| NT. PRI NClI PAL' S OFFI CE
Donna is typing. It is raining outside. Herrick enters.

HERRI CK
M. Walters wants to see ne.

DONNA
Go right in, M. Herrick.

63.

Wlters sits at his desk witing. Yntema sits opposite him

tendi ng a bl oody nose.

WOLTERS
M. Herrick You're M. Yntema's
counsel or, aren't you?

HERRI CK
| an? 1|, yes, | renmenber, he
is one of mne. He never
he and I ... haven't had many
nmeet i ngs.

WOLTERS

Schedule a few M. Yntema has
been fighting again. The next
fight will involve a neeting
with his parents and sone
disciplinary action. Take him
out of here.

Ynt ema stands and | eaves with Herri ck.

| NT. HALLWAY

HERRI CK
You' re supposed to neet with
your counsel or once a nonth.
You' ve ski pped every one of our

sessi ons.

YNTENMA
| don't need any counsel or,
man. | know what | need and it

isn't this school

HERRI CK
Look, M. Yntema, you're not
maki ng any friends anong the
teachers or staff -- obviously
you' re doing no better with the
ot her students. Do you have
probl ens at hone?
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YNTEMA
| got problens here. Look,
when | left Grosse Pointe High
they' d ski pped ne ahead a grade.
Here, at Cowflop H gh they put
me back. What did | do to
deserve that?

HERRI CK
|"msorry, but Principal Wlters
doesn't believe in skipping
grades. He wants you to conplete
four years of high school

YNTEMA
Christ, you get tinme off for
good behavi or even in prison.

HERRI CK
Good behavi or has not been your
strong suit.

YNTENMA
| get all A's, don't 1? That's
all you should be interested
in. The rest is ny business.
So | eave nme the hell al one.

And he wal ks away. Herrick, frustrated, lets him

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Iris and Cole work on the wooden toys. Herrick grades papers.
He pauses a nonent and watches them signing to each other,
fingers flying in conversation. They say sonething funny

and bot h | augh.

Herrick frowns and goes back to his papers.

| NT. MUSI C ROOM DAY
Herrick faces his class.
HERRI CK
So, how can we tell what key a
piece of nusic is witten in?
Hands go up

HERRI CK
M. Tidd..
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TI DD
It's witten on the front page.

YNTEMA
(1 aughi ng)
VWhat a dipsti ck.

The rest of the class laughs and Tidd feels |ike shit.

HERRI CK
You're so smart, M. Yntema, go
ahead and tell us.

YNTEMA
You count the nunber of flats
and sharps next to the tine
si gnat ur e.

It's the correct answer, but it doesn't please Herrick.
HERRI CK
Fine... Are there any other
ways?
Several hands go up. Yntema | ooks at the others snugly,
inviting sonmeone to wipe away his smrk with a fist.
I NT. MUSIC ROOM LATER

The bell rings.

HERRI CK
Page 280 to 314 for tonorrow.
M. Yntema, |'d like a word

w th you.

65.

Yntema, hal fway to the door, saunters back. Herrick waits

until the others have |left.

HERRI CK
M. Yntema, |'m damm sick of
your smart nmouth. You're snmart,
everyone knows it, so shut the
hell up unless | ask you a
question. This is a nusic class
and |' mthe teacher. You pay

attention... to ne.
YNTEMA
VWhat for? Look, | know all
this already. | know nore about

nmusi ¢ than any of these pinheads.
| don't need this.



Converted to PDF by www screental k. org

HERRI CK
Then maybe | shoul d turn over
the class to you,

YNTEMA
| wouldn't stoop that |ow

Ri ght now Herrick would like to hit this smart ass.

HERRI CK
"' mabout this close to
suspendi ng you, M. Yntema

YNTEMA
Look, M. Herrick, | can play
my scal es backward and forward.

He denonstrates on the piano.

YNTENMA
| can recite all the nanmes and
dates you want. | know the

Lydi an node, the Anbrosian chant
nodes, the G egorian nodes.

know the difference between
invertible counterpoint, strict
and free counterpoint. Just
give ne the final and let ne

out of here.

HERRI CK
Music is nore than that, it's a
| anguage of enotion.

YNTEMA
Bul I shit.

66.

Herrick is pissed. A student pokes her head in the door,

enters and gives Herrick a note.

He glares at Yntemm, fixing himon the spot, and reads the
note. The energy drains out of Herrick. He |ooks at the

girl who waits expectantly.

HERRI CK
Pl ease tell M. Wlters Il
take care of it. 1'll probably
send Bobby Ti dd.

YNTEMA
The di psti ck.

Herrick turns on Yntema so fast that Yntema ducks.

mght hit him wants to, but ... takes a breath.
| eaves.

Herri ck

The girl
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HERRI CK
Wat ch your nmouth, M. Yntenma
YNTEMA
Look, | know this is a Liberal
Arts program but |I'ma Mth
major. | plan to get ny coll ege
degree in economcs. | already

have twel ve college credits
from summer school

HERRI CK
W' re tal ki ng about nusi c.

YNTEMA
| know, the | anguage of enotion
and that whole yawn. You know
what | think, M. Herrick,
enpotions are part of our
Neanderthal past. W don't
need them They just get in
the way of progress. W should
get rid of them-- and we
certainly don't need a | anguage

67.

for them
Herrick is prinmed to argue, but |ooks at the note and stops
hi nsel f.
HERRI CK
Meet nme here tonorrow at ten
a. m
YNTENMA

But tonorrow s Saturday.

HERRI CK
Be here tonorrow or you've just
gotten your first "D', M.
Yntema. For attitude.

YNTEMA
You can't do that.

HERRI CK
Try nme.

Yntema | ooks at Herrick for a nonent, decides not to press

his luck, and | eaves.

Herrick falls into his chair and stares at the note.
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EXT. KENNEDY Hl GH, DAY

It is Fall. Yntema waits by hinself in front of the deserted
school. Herrick pulls up in the VWvan and Yntema gets in.

EXT. HAVI LAND CEMETERY, DAY

A mlitary funeral, flag-draped coffin, color guard. Famly
and friends are gathered around the grave. Herrick |eads
Yntema to within a few yards.

YNTEMA
What are we doi ng here?

HERRI CK
Just be quiet and |isten.

The m nister speaks in a | ow voice, the service already in
progress. Meister, inan ill-fitting suit, wal ks over to
Herrick. His hairline is starting to recede.

MEI STER
(noting Yntem)
Damm, Carl, you are a glutton
for punishnment.

Mei ster and Herrick | ook over at the nourners.

VEI STER
Too bad ... Louie Rus. He was
on the westling team you know.
Letter man three years running.

Good ki d.

HERRI CK
| know. He sent ne a letter
only ... tw nonths ago. He
was | earning Vietnanese.

MElI STER
VWhat a waste. |'mthinking

M ss Whol ey m ght be right about
this war. Wat a waste. See
you at the house.

Mei ster wal ks away.

YNTENMA
Who was this guy? The one ..
you know.

HERRI CK

Just sone kid | taught to bang
on a drum
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The mnister finishes a poem "In Flanders Fields",
MeCr ae.

69.

by John

Gunshots! The salute fromthe honor guard. The noise

startl es everyone.

"Taps" plays. It is Bobby Tidd on a rise a short distance

away.

Everyone cries. The stolid father, the drained nother, the

young wife with her child in his best Sunday suit.
and friends -- even Yntena.
HERRI CK

That' s Bobby Tidd on the bugle

the dipstick. He's not as
smart as you are. He's not
that good on the horn, either,
he's | ucky that bugle has only
one key. But he's playing well
t oday.

"Taps" di es away.

HERRI CK
Loui e Rus was his cousin. But
the point is ... that nusic

nmoved everyone. You didn't
even know Loui e Rus and you had
a tear in your eye. Don't fee
enbarrassed. That nusic has
had that effect for many, many

years. |t expresses what we
are all feeling at this nonent.
It spoke to us -- for us.

The flag is folded and presented to the w dow.

HERRI CK
The | anguage of enotion. Louie
Rus worked very hard to | earn
t hat | anguage, very hard. Just
because it's easy for you --
don't cheapen it.

Ynt ema | ooks away.

HERRI CK
| think you owe M. Tidd an
apol ogy, maybe you don't... Do
what ever you want. Just go
away. 1'd like some tine al one
with one of ny fornmer students.

Fam |y
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The famly and friends are | eaving the grave. Herrick wal ks
across the grass and stands next to it.

Yntema wal ks slowy over to where Bobby Tidd, in his best
suit, sits on a headstone.

Herrick | ooks over and sees Yntema offer Tidd his hand.
They shake. Herrick stands at the grave for a nonent. The
grave diggers are waiting with their shovels. He finally
noti ces them and wal ks away.

Herrick wal ks through the cenmetery, a small one, |ooking at
t he headstones. Many of them have a common thread -- a
metal lic Anmerican and Vi etnanese flag crossed in the ground
in front of the marker. The dates on the headstones show
lives cut short. Young men cut down in the prine of their
lives, one after the other.

Herrick knew many of these young nen. Finally, he can take
no nore. He sits on the ground and cries.

I NT. GYMNASI UM DAY

"Good Luck O ass of 1972". A good nunber of the students
wear bl ack arnbands over their graduation gowns, and buttons
that say, "Stop the War".

The cerenony is over and everyone is mlling around. Back
sl appi ng, hugs, tears, handshakes, and kisses. Flashbul bs
go off -- a Kodak contest.

Herrick is grabbed by one student after the other to pose
for a photo. Yntema and Tidd and ot her graduate run over
and lift their robes to their thighs.

YNTEMA/ TI DD/ GRADUATE
We don't have pants on

And they run off | ooking for soneone el se to shock.

WOLTERS
They have their gym shorts on,
| checked.

HERRI CK
You're a braver man than | am
Gunga Di n.

Wlters takes Herrick aside.

WOLTERS
| want you to know that | won't
be back next Fall.

( MORE)
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WOLTERS ( CONT' D)
|"ve accepted the position of
Superint endent of the Mani stee
County School District. Good
fishing up there.

(conti nui ng)
Don't tell anyone else, you're
the only one I want to know
right now Let the others read
it in the paper.

HERRI CK
Wy tell nme?
WOLTERS
You' re surprised?
HERRI CK
Vell, yes, as a matter of fact.
WOLTERS
| don't know why, M. Herrick,
but -- you're ny favorite

t eacher.
Herrick is even nore surprised.
WOLTERS

You're a hell of a teacher,
Carl. That's why | gave you

t he hard cases, |ike Louie Rus,
Jill Lohman, Ed d aypool, Yntema
over there.

HERRI CK
Wll, thanks ... M. Wlters.
You'll be mssed -- |, uh,

|l earned a lot fromyou

WOLTERS
Al ways renmenber one thing, as
| ong as they are dressed properly
they will behave properly.

Wlters slips a small box into Herrick's hand and nelts away
into the crowmd. Herrick opens the box -- a small, gold
conpass.

| NT. MUSIC ROOV DAY - 1994

Herrick | ooks at the scratched and battered conpass on his
key chain. One of the keys is poised at a desk drawer | ock.
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The janitor, MR FEJEDELEM enters, w elding his dust nop
across the tile floor.

FEJEDELEM
M. Herrick, you need sone boxes
or sonet hi ng?

HERRI CK
No, | don't have much. Thanks,
Jay.

FEJEDELEM
| saw you earlier ... thought
1" d. ..

Fej edel em | ooks around the roomw stfully.

FEJEDELEM
You know, both nme and nmy son
took music fromyou in this
room Well, | always felt bad
that | was such a pain in the
ass when | was a kid.

HERRI CK
Yeah, Jay, we all do things we
regret later. We all wish we'd
done sonme things differently.

FEJEDELEM
Yeah, | guess so. Anyway, we
were kids then, right? That
gi ves us sone | eeway.

HERRI CK
That's right.
FEJEDELEM
Well, you take care. [|'m around

for a while if you change your
m nd about the boxes.

Fej edel em dusts his way back out.

Herrick continues sorting his things. He picks up the clear
pl asti c paperwei ght with the dandelion puff suspended inside.
He holds it up and | ooks at the delicate froth seal ed forever.
He smles, then his eyes becone sad.

MONTAGE -- COUNTY ROAD, DAY

A succession of Plynouths frog-hops through the years, to
"Bad Mot or Scooter”™ by Mntrose.




Converted to PDF by www screental k. org 73.

1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1976.

The sign on the 1976 car reads "Nolin Chrysler/ Toyota"
END MONTAGE.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

The living roomis clattered wwth Iris' |atest business
venture. There are jugs of liquid plastic resin, cans of
acetone, and stacks of nolds spread out on a table. Flowers
dry suspended by their stens froma cl ot hesline.

Fl owers are al so being placed in flat tubs of silica gel and
borax to dry. That's where Iris, Herrick, and ten-year-old
Col e are working right now

IRI'S
You shoul d have been there.
The field was full of Queen
Anne's | ace and brown-eyed
susans. Right in the mddle
was this purple thistle and
Col e goes to get that when a
partridge just bursts out of
nowhere and scares the dickens
out of both of us. You should
have been there.

HERRI CK
| told you we had a curricul um
commttee neeting.

IRI'S
| know, |I'mnot trying to start
an argunment. | was just...
"1l do the zinnias...

Iris reaches over to take several of the flowers from Herri ck.

HERRI CK
No, |I've got them | need sone
nore borax, ask Cole to get it.

Herrick touches Cole on the shoulder and points to Iris.

Iris signs to Cole, who goes into the kitchen and returns
with a box of borax. The interchange is routine -- Iris

speaks to Cole for both of them



Converted to PDF by www screental k. org 74.

| NT. REHEARSAL ROOM DAY

Students are gathered on folding chairs, a girl is at the
pi ano, and MRS. OLMSTEAD, the theater advisor, is running
the try-outs. Herrick watches fromthe sidelines.

MRS. OLMSTEAD

Since we've all decided to do a
nmusi cal for the Senior Play
this year, and because | can't
carry a tune in a bushel basket,
|"ve asked M. Herrick to help
us out. We will begin the try-
outs with the role of Maria.

Oh, we're putting on "West Side
Story", but you all know that,
don't you? So let's see, we'll
start with Ardeth Hui zenga.

Ardeth gives her nmusic to the pianist -- and sings -- sort

of. You could get a prettier sound froma cat in a Cuisinart.
Next

-- a'Maria fromhell, she yells the lyrics.

-- flat, off-key, and can't renenber the lyrics to a Bee
Cees song.

-- a pretty face, but a voice |like Ernest Borgnine.

-- too shy to sing | oud enough to be heard.

-- breaks into giggles every other |ine.

-- Grace Slick doing "West Side Story".

-- too many opera | essons.

And then -- ROMENA DENEVE sings the hell out of "Sonewhere".

Herrick, nodding off in boredom is suddenly awake. And she

| ooks as pretty as her voice -- young, confident, the sound
of an angel. She finishes.
HERRI CK

That was very nice Mss..
DeNeve. Very nice. DeNeve..

? Did | have your younger sister
in Music 101 a couple of years
ago?

ROVENA

That was ne. | ... blossoned.
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HERRI CK
| guess you did.
(beat)
Let's go on to the male | ead,
that's, uh...

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Herrick is watching "Tony Olando and Dawn". Iris and Cole
are cutting self-stick green felt for the base of the
paper wei ght s.

HERRI CK
Iris, can | dip into the 'opus'
fund for about a hundred doll ars.

IRI'S
Sure... for one of your diver
Tw sts?

HERRI CK

Yeah. He has a chance for a
schol arship at Western and 1'd
like to give himthe bus fare
and a decent set of cl othes.

| RIS
Sure. Are you going to come to
the Arts and Crafts fair Thursday
ni ght and hel p Cole and nme set
up the boot h?

HERRI CK
Sorry, Sophie Lappingals getting
a root canal and | said I'd
take her place on the field
trip -- Battle Creek again.

IRI'S
The Kell ogg factory? Maybe you
can bring back sone Cocoa Puffs
back for us.

Iris signs back and forth with Cole excitedly.

COLE
(si gning)
| like Lucky Charns better --
best .

IRI'S
Maybe Col e can go al ong and see
t hem make Lucky Charns.
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HERRI CK
Juniors only.

IRI'S
That's okay, Cole and | will go
out to Meijer Market and buy
six tons of Lucky Charns and
that's all we'll eat from now
on.

She and Col e sign back and forth and |l augh. Herrick, left
out, goes back to Tony Ol ando and the canned | aughter.

| NT. REHEARSAL ROOM NI GHT

Herrick directs the boys as they nutilate "CGee, Oficer
Krupke!". Rowena and sone of the other students watch from
t he audi ence.

Every time Herrick I ooks in Rowena's direction he finds her
staring at him It distracts the hell out of him

EXT. KENNEDY HI GH, N GHT

Herrick wal ks across the nearly enpty parking lot. His

Corvair, newy painted, badly painted, sits alone in the
teachers' section. Rowena is waiting there.

ROVENA
Classic car, M. Herrick.

HERRI CK
Real ly? | never thought of it
that way. | suppose it will be

a classic if it holds together
for a few nore years. That's

better than calling it a piece
of worn-out junk. dCassic... |

i ke that.

ROVENA
No, classic |like, genius, |ike
perfect. It's perfect for you,
it's cute.

HERRI CK
Real l y. .

ROVENA

Look, M. Herrick, | was supposed

to catch a ride with Toby Kl ein,

but I think he wants to rehearse
( MORE)
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ROVENA ( CONT' D)
the | ove scenes -- for real
Sol told himl'd catch a ride
with sonmeone else ... could
you... ?

HERRI CK
O course.

He opens the door for her and she junps inside.

I NT. CORVAI R

He gets behind the wheel, punps the gas pedal. Rowena | ooks
around the car and at Herrick.

ROVNENA
Classic... Just drop ne by ny
parents' restaurant. You've
been there, right?

HERRI CK
Yeah, the pizza pl ace.

He drives away.

EXT. BOWNBER S PI ZZA, NI GHT

A nom and pop pizza parlor. Herrick pulls up across the
street.

| NT. CORVAIR
HERRI CK
There you go.
ROVENA
Are you hungry? Pizza's on ne
on ny folks.
HERRI CK
Pi zza sounds good. [|'ll have
to call hone.
ROVENA
Geat! [|'mstarving!

| NT. BOASER S, NI GHT

Herrick and Rowena eat, though she talks nore than she eats.
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ROVENA
| ove the way you teach nusic.
| nmean, you have this ... thing,
this aura that you give off...
like, I don't know, like this
energy field. You |love nusic
and you nake people love it
with you. | have different
ears because of you.

HERRI CK
|"mnot a plastic surgeon.
ROVNENA
Don't make fun of ne. | hear
things differently now, that's
speci al .
HERRI CK

|"mjust a teacher.

ROVENA
No, you're not. M. Prins is
just a teacher.

| NT. BOASER S, LATER

Herrick and Rowena finished the pizza a long tinme ago. There
are a nunber of enpty Mountain Dew and Dr. Pepper bottles on
the table. "Spanish Harlent, the Aretha Franklin version,

is playing on the jukebox.

ROVENA
Have you ever read "Even Cowgirls
Get the Blues"? No? You shoul d,

you should. [It's genius, really.
It changed ny life. How about
"Ragtime"? Cassic... "Stranger
in a Strange Land"? Ceni us.
(beat, |istening)

| love Aretha Franklin, isn't
she genius? | wish | could
sing like that.

HERRI CK
You have the voice.

ROVENA
The voice is nothing. She has..
feeling. It's pure, raw sex
and pain and heart and soul
and... life. There's living
behi nd that voice. | haven't

lived yet.
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HERRI CK
| think I know what you nean.
| felt that way the first tine
| heard John Col etrane pl ay.

ROVENA
Who's that?
HERRI CK
Were do | start? He was...
genius, classic ... perfect.
ROVENA

You' re making fun of ne again.

HERRI CK
No, no, never. John Col etrane
was all those things and nore
he was. ..

| NT. BOAMSER S, LATER

The place is enpty except for Herrick and Rowena in a booth
and one guy nopping out the kitchen.

HERRI CK
...a synphony that took what
George Gershwi n and Aaron Copl and
did with the nusic of their
time and brought it into the
world of rock and roll. Took
American nusic to the next step.
A grand opus of Anerican nusic.

ROVENA
Qous? The only Qous | know is
in that comc strip, Bloom
County. You know, with M1lo
and Bill the Cat. So when can.

| hear this ... opus, synphony
t hi ng?

HERRI CK
| never finished it -- | gave
it up. | worked on it for...
five years and then... O her

people did it better than
ever coul d.

ROVNENA
Ch, but not like you'd do it.
You should finish it.
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HERRI CK
| only got to the first novenent.
ROVENA
So... finishit. You have great
things in you, M. Herrick.
You're a talented man. |'ve
wat ched you, you've got genius
in you.
She reaches over and takes his hand -- the intinmacy overwhel ns
hi m
HERRI CK

God, | ook at the tine.
Tonmorrow s a school day, for
bot h of us.

He rises and goes for his wallet.

ROVNENA
| told you, ny treat.

HERRI CK
Vell, thanks... Can | give you
a ride hone?

ROVENA
No, ny dad' Il be here soon to
cash out. Thanks for the talk,
and everyt hi ng.

Herrick smles and nods.

HERRI CK
See you at rehearsal.
ROVENA
You bet!
He | eaves.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Herrick enters quietly and puts down his briefcase. He stands
in the dark roomfor a while, then wal ks over to the desk.

He switches on the desk light, opens a drawer, and takes out
his sheet nusic, the opus.

Sitting down, he begins to read the pages, whispering the
notes, smling as he does. Not bad.
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| NT. KENNEDY H GH, DAY

Lunch in the cafeteria. Herrick is eating at the teachers
table. Across the room Rowena reads "Zen and the Art of

Mot orcycl e Mai ntenance". She | ooks over the top of her book
at Herrick fromtime to tinme. She gives himone of those
smles that drives |esser nmen nad.

Meister sits next to Herrick. He's beginning to showa little
potbelly and his hairline has begun an unstoppable retreat.
He sees the | ook between Herrick and Rowena.

MVEI STER
Cute kid. That the DeNeve girl?
She's filled out nicely.

HERRI CK
| guess so, they all do
eventual ly.

MElI STER
Mel ody Kleis never filled out.
So skinny she had to tie knots
in her |egs for knees.

Mei ster leans closer to Herrick and speaks confidentially.

MElI STER
It's just a friendly question,
Carl, but does the phrase "jail
bait" apply here?

Herrick gets the hint -- he stares at Meister angrily.

MEI STER
It's just, you know, putting ny
nose where it don't bel ong,
know. It's not |ike |I have
pretty young girls knocking on
my door asking for personal

attention. |I'mthe boys' gym
teacher. All | get are questions
about jock itch and athletes
foot.

(conti nui ng)
Once in a while | get to see
the girls' dirty gymtowels,

but that's all. You don't think
| made a bad career choice, do
you?

Meister is dissimulating |like crazy, but Herrick gets up and
| eaves.
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| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Herrick sits at the piano, his manuscript pages in front of
him going over a passage. Iris enters, surprised to hear
t he musi c.

IRI'S
You're working on it again?!

HERRI CK
Just noodl i ng.

| RIS
That's great, hon. Wat started
you agai n?

HERRI CK
Di d sonething have to start
it?l  1'mjust noodling.

IRI'S
Al right, don't get your shorts
in an uproar. 1'll go mnd ny
own busi ness.

She | eaves. Herrick |ooks guilty for a nmonment, then starts
pl ayi ng agai n.

EXT. FOOTBALL FI ELD, NI GHT

Kennedy against Hamlton High. Herrick sits in the stands
next to the band. The kids play flourishes between scores
and attenpts. Rowena cones down and sits next to him

ROVENA
We're getting creaned.

HERRI CK
There's no sense in breaking
with tradition

ROVENA
| was a cheerl eader |ast year,
but | quit. It seened so..

Republ i can.

Herrick | aughs, then | ooks around to see if anyone is watching
them He sees Meister down on the bench, but Meister is
involved iii the ganme. Herrick's laugh dies.
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| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Herrick works hard at the piano, inspired. He's having a
ball, finding an energy he hasn't had in years. |Iris quietly
brings in a TV tray with a sandwi ch and a glass of iced tea
over to the piano.

Herrick | ooks up and she smles. He avoids neeting her eyes.

| NT. REHEARSAL ROOM NI GHT

The students work on one of their songs. "Americal" Like
you' ve never heard it before. At |east they never heard
this way on Broadway.

I NT. MJUSIC ROOM N GHT

Herrick works on his synphony, alone in the room He eats
pi zza.

| NT. REHEARSAL ROOM NI GHT

The Sharks and the Jets -- the nobst white-bread bunch you' ve
ever seen -- try to dance "The Runble". Try.

These cl odhoppers are as graceful as a herd of cows sl oggi ng
t hr ough nud.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT
Herrick and Iris argue.

IR S
You can work at home!

HERRI CK
There are too many di stractions.

RIS
I s that what your son and |
are, distractions?! You can
wite here. You did before.

HERRI CK
| can't now

IRI'S
We only see you one or two days
a week as it is.

( MORE)
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| RIS (CONT' D)
You're volunteering for every
damm extra-curricular activity
you can think of. You don't

like it here anynore? |s that
it?

HERRI CK
l'm | ate.

He | eaves.

| NT. REHEARSAL ROOM NI GHT

Herrick plays the second novenent of his synphony for Rowena.

She is paying rapt attention. He finishes -- and |ooks at
her.
ROVENA
It's ... beautiful.
HERRI CK
Not classic? O genius?
ROVENA
It's ... just ... plain

beauti ful .

And she kisses himinpulsively. She's too quick for Herrick
to stop her or respond. But it was a kiss.

They | ook at each other -- Herrick is stunned -- wll it go
any further?
HERRI CK
| gotta go.
ROVENA
(softly)
Me, too. Catch a ride hone?
HERRI CK
Al right.
I NT. CORVAIR, NI GHT
Herrick drives -- neither of them speaks. Rowena |ays a
hand over Herrick's -- he allows the intimacy.

EXT. RONENA' S HOUSE, NI GHT

Herrick pulls up to the curb.
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| NT. CORVAIR
They sit there quietly, the engine ticking as it cools.

ROVNENA
I " m thinking of |eaving school
and going to California. Just
| eave ... the town and
ever yt hi ng.

Herrick opens his nouth to protest.

ROVENA
Don't tell me to stay in schoo
and all that. School won't
help me a bit with what | want
to do with ny life, and | don't

want anything to "fall back
on". |l'mgoing to be a singer
a professional singer. 'l
stay until the play is over,
can't let Ms. O nstead down.

HERRI CK
But you can go to coll ege and
sing at the sane tine. | worked

more as a musician in college
than | have since. Stay...
finish school

ROVENA
That's the teacher in you
talking. The real Carl Herrick
would go with ne. W can go
together. You wite the songs --
"1l sing them Cone with ne,
Carl!

HERRI CK
|'ma marri ed nan.

ROVENA
We coul d change that, too.

Herrick | ooks down at his hands.

ROVENA
| don't care one way or the
other. | want you to conme with
me. |'Il be your nuse, 1"l

inspire you to create great
music. We can do anything we
want to if we try. That's what
you teach in your class.

85.
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Her |l ook is desperately sincere.

ROVNENA
| love you...

And she kisses himagain -- a big one. Herrick responds.
Rowena pul |l s away, junps out of the car and runs into the
house.

| NT. GARACE, DAY

A | azy weekend afternoon. Iris and Cole are working in the
garage, sanding the bases of the paperweights on the belt
sander. Their dust masks have painted faces on them

The piano is heard frominside the house.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, DAY

Herrick is working on a slow, romantic piece of music. The
title on the sheet nusic is "Rowena's Thene".

Col e appears at Herrick's elbow and pulls on his sleeve.
Herrick hardly | ooks at the boy.

HERRI CK
Not now, Cole. Go play.

Cole tugs nore insistently. Herrick turns so Cole can see
himto |ip-read.

HERRI CK
Not now Go play!

He enunciates right in the boy's face shouting. |Iris appears
in the doorway.

IRI'S
He's deaf, Carl, totally deaf.
Shouting won't make hi m hear.

HERRI CK
| wasn't shouting, | was
enphasi zi ng.

IRI'S
He just wants to give you
sonet hi ng.

HERRI CK

Later, later...
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| RIS
He made it hinself. He's very
proud of it.

HERRI CK

Fi ne, fine.

Herrick holds out his hand wi thout |ooking. Cole gives him
sonmet hing, but Herrick just puts it on the piano w thout
| ooking at it.

HERRI CK
Thanks, Col e.

IRI'S
Look at it, look at it!
Herrick | ooks at Iris, ready to argue, but he changes his
m nd and | ooks at his son's gift. A dandelion puff suspended
in plastic -- delicate, beautiful.

IRI'S

It was hard. He tried again
and again, but the dandelions
kept falling apart when they
hit the plastic. Sone of those
| ooked nice, like you' d bl own
onit and it was just floating
away, but Col e wanted a perfect

one. For you! Wy, [I'Il never
know  So take the damed thing
and ... and stick it where the

sun don't shi ne!

Herrick | ooks at Cole, who taps his tenple wwth a fist, thunb
extended. Iris grabs Cole and stonps out of the room
Herrick is surprised.

| NT. BACKSTAGE, NI GHT

The students are making |last mnute, sem -hysterical
preparations. The overture starts. Rowena, in costune,
peeks through the curtains. A student is conducting the
band.

One of the student cast nenbers joins Rowena and | ooks, too.

ALENE
Ch, God, there's ny nom

ROVNENA
VWhere's M. Herrick?
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ALENE
| don't know, but Donnie's
conduct i ng.

ROVENA
But we need M. Herrick.
ALENE
Donnie'll be okay, we had nore

t han enough rehearsal s.
Rowena scans the audi ence, disappointed. Ms. O nstead yanks
her away and into position.
| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT
Herrick is witing at the piano.

IRIS (O S.)
VWho' s Rowena?

Herrick jerks around, startled. |Iris is right behind him
HERRI CK
Huh?
| RIS
Rowena ... who's Rowena?
HERRI CK

Uh, froman English | egend a..
heroi ne. Mt hol ogy.

Iris nods and wal ks away. Herrick has trouble going back to
t he pi ano.
| NT. KENNEDY HI GH, DAY

The halls are flooded with kids. Herrick navigates toward
t he nmusi c room when Rowena stops him

ROVENA
Are you avoiding me, M. Herrick?

Herrick | ooks around, self-conscious. He slips into the
musi c room They are al one.
| NT. MJUSI C ROOM

HERRI CK
|"ve been writing.
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ROVENA
That's good... You haven't seen
me in the play yet.

HERRI CK
| wll. [|'ve been working on a
surprise for you

ROVENA

(brightening)

Real | y?

HERRI CK
Yes, but you can't run off to
California until 1'"mdone with
it.

ROVENA

| don't knowif | can wait.

The bell rings and kids surge into the room Herrick and
Rowena are parted by the wave of incom ng students. Rowena
| eaves.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

The clock says 3:00 a.m Herrick is working at the piano.
Iris comes in, sleepy-eyed. Herrick sees her and stops.

IRI'S
What ? You can't work with ne
around? Wsat's the hurry anyway?
You let it get dusty for years
and now you have go get it done
t onor r ow?

Herrick just |ooks at her inpatiently.

IRI'S
Sorry. ..

She | eaves hi m al one.

| NT. BACKSTAGE, NI GHT
The cast is assenbl ed before the performnce.

MRS. OLMSTEAD
This is our last night, so let's
| oosen up. We've got nothing
to be afraid of, so give it
your best.
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Rowena has a dozen roses she displays for the other girls.

A RL #1
No card? 1'Ill bet they're from
Hank Dykhui s.

A RL #2

Probably your parents.

Rowena peeks through the curtains. Herrick is in the front.

I NT. STAGE, N GHT

"West Side Story" is unfolding without a hitch -- well, it
is a H gh School production.

Rowena plays to Herrick, singing her heart out, show ng off.

| NT. BACKSTAGE, NI GHT
| nt er m ssi on.
Herrick comes backstage and congratul ates the kids -- hugs

and attaboys all around. When he reaches Rowena they step
away fromthe others and speak quietly.

ROVAENA
How am | ... the truth.

HERRI CK
Tr anscendent . | finished the
second novenent and... |, uh...

named it after you

ROVENA
That's sweet, really, really
sweet .
(whi speri ng)
| wish we were al one.

HERRI CK
I'"d like to play it for you
t onmor r ow.

ROVNENA
Tomorrow? But... |'mleaving
t oni ght .

HERRI CK
Toni ght ?
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ROVENA
| told you, I'mleaving as soon
as the play is over. WIIl you
come with ne? Please cone with
ne.

HERRI CK
... Don't you want to hear
your music?

ROVNENA
| WII, in California. Cone
with !

HERRI CK
| can't... Wait a while. |
just ... can't right now.

ROVNENA
If | don't |eave tonight | never
will. I'"mall packed. |[|'ve..
l"mgoing. | want you to cone
with nme, but... I'mgoing either
way

Herrick i s speechl ess.

ROVENA
There's a party at Ms.
O nstead's after the play. |I'm

going. Sort of say good-bye to
all ny friends. They don't

know that, but... There's a bus
at four in the norning. Cone
wth ne.

Herrick can't look at her. Ms. dnstead cones around,
herdi ng the students back to the stage.

MRS. OLMSTEAD
Everyone in their places, c'non.

ROVENA
You' re wasting your talent here.
You were meant for great things
Carl. Geat things.

HERRI CK
| can't just run away.

ROVENA
You're not running away, you're
runni ng to sonethi ng new.

The music begins to play, that's her cue.
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ROVENA
Four o' clock, the bus stop at
Ki ng' s Drugstore.

She squeezes his hand and runs off. Herrick stands there.

| NT. STAGE

Herrick watches the last act fromthe audi ence. Rowena seens
to be singing "Soneday, Sonewhere" to him al one.

EXT. MRS. OLMSTEAD S, NI GHT

Herrick pulls up outside the house. The street is full of
parked cars, the house lit up with nusic and chatter flow ng
into the street. Kids are dancing and | aughi ng.

Herrick sits in his car. He can't sumon up the courage to
get out.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Herrick wal ks through the house. Iris is reading in bed.
IRI'S
How d it go?
HERRI CK
Ms. O nstead outdid herself,
tin ear and all. Think I"l

work for a while.
He wal ks through the house, not turning on the |ights.
He sits at the piano.
He picks up the dandel i on paperweight and holds it in his
hand.
EXT. KING S DRUGSTORE, NI GHT

A corner drugstore, a sign and bench in the parking ot are
the bus stop. The store is closed.

Rowena sits on the bench, her suitcase at her feet and the
wilting roses in her hands.

There is no traffic, nothing. She could be alone on the
pl anet .

A bus pulls into the parking |lot and stops.
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Rowena st ands and | ooks around.

| NT. CORVAIR
Parked in the deep shadows, Herrick watches Rowena. Hi's
heart is breaking.
EXT. KING S DRUGSTORE
Rowena can't see the Corvair in the darkness. She picks up
her suitcase and boards the bus. The bus hisses and sighs
as the door closes and it glides out of the parking |ot and
out of town.
| NT. CORVAIR
Herrick al nost cries.
HERRI CK
(softly)
Break a | eg, Rowena...

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Herrick wal ks quietly into the dark house. He puts his sheet
musi ¢ into the desk drawer and closes it.

He undresses automatically in the darkness as he wal ks toward
the bedroom In the dark he clinbs quietly into bed.

Iris is awake. She | ooks over at him He stares at the

ceiling. Iris rolls away fromhim
HERRI CK
(softly)
| do | ove you, you know.
| RIS
| know.
She offers himher hand -- he takes it.

I NT. MJSI C ROOM DAY

Herrick enters. On his desk is a stuffed Qous penguin doll,
wth a note -- "To M. Herrick. Before | net you this was
the only Opus 1'd ever heard of. Thank you for all you' ve
taught nme. Rowena".

He puts the stuffed penguin on a file cabinet.
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I NT. MJSIC ROOM 1994

Herrick picks up the nownotley Qous doll. Dust puffs up as
he taps it against the cabinet. He drops it into his box
and | ooks around.

That's alnost it. The stained glass treble clef in the w ndow
and the phot ographs of nusicians on the walls. He starts
taki ng them down -- Tatum Col etrane, Chuck Berry, The Beach

Boys, The Beatles -- Paul, Ringo, John... John Lennon ..
Herrick | ooks at the photograph of John Lennon ... kind
John. ..

MONTAGE -- COUNTY ROAD, DAY

Student drivers through the years. Eddie Rabbitt is "Driving
M Life Away". 1977 - 1978 --

-- and for '79 and '80 the cars are Toyot as.

END MONTAGE.

| NT. KENNEDY H GH, DAY

Qutside it's the beginning of winter. There isn't snow yet,
but the ground has been frozen and the trees are bare of
| eaves.

Herrick unbundl es as he enters the building and wal ks down
the hall to his room

Christmas decorations are up -- a basketball ganme is announced
with a banner. One of the students runs over to Herrick.

STUDENT
M. Herrick! D d you hear?
John Lennon was shot | ast night.
Killed ... by sone nut!
Herrick stops in his tracks, like he was hit.

The kids flow around him snatches of conversati on and
surprise confirmthe news.

Herrick goes with the flow into his room

I NT. MJSI C ROOM

Herrick goes to the front of the class, trying to shake
himsel f out of his trance. The bell rings. The kids settle
in.
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HERRI CK

W were ... where were we ...
tinme signature. Beginning every
pi ece of music is a notation
t hat indicates the nunber of
beats to the bar..

(beat)
There are a variety ... of common
tinme signatures...

(beat)
Those we are famliar with are
the waltz, at 3/4 tine, 4/4
comon tinme, a march at 4/4 or
6/8 ...

Herrick stops as he focuses on the photograph of John Lennon.
HERRI CK
Who can nanme ne a song that is
an exanple of...

Herrick stops again, unable to concentrate.

HERRI CK
... O... I'msorry...uh, class
dism ssed ... uh, no. Use the
rest of the hour for study.

Excuse ne.

And he wal ks out, to the baffl ement of the students.

EXT. KENNEDY HI GH, DAY

Herrick wal ks around the grounds ainmessly, then sits in the
football bleachers. They are enpty except for him Soon,

w thout his coat, he is too cold and he | eaves. A nedley of
Lennon/ McCart ney songs plays in his head. He returns to the
school buil di ngs.

| NT. KENNEDY HI GH, DAY

It is lunch time. Noisy kids m Il around, grabbing their
| unches fromtheir |ockers.

Herrick, not ready to face anyone yet, ducks into the
gymasi um

I NT. GYMNAS|I UM

The piano is up on the stage -- the gymis enpty.
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Herrick wal ks up onto the stage and sits at the piano. He
sits there for a while, |looking at his hands. Then he begins
to play...

"ADay In the Life" ... that nmasterpiece.

The nel ancholy intro, then, "I read the news today...

Herrick plays with all the heart he has in him Tears well
in his eyes and fall down his cheeks.

He finishes the song and turns around.

The gymhas filled, kids in the bleachers, sitting on the
floor. Silent, sad, sone crying. Herrick stares at them

MARTY
Pl ay sonething else, M. Herrick!

He turns back to the piano and plays, "G ve Peace A Chance"
Soneone begins singing. Qher voices join in and the song
fills the gym Teachers and nore students | ook into the gym
curiously, then join in.

"All we are saying, |Is give peace a chance..

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, DAY

Herrick enters. Iris has expanded into stained glass. Sun
catchers crowd the wi ndows. Colored glass and | ead channel
l[itter the work table. She's sol dering.

HERRI CK
Did you hear? About John Lennon?
IRI'S
Yes, the world' s gone crazy.
(beat)
Col e got into another fight
t oday.
(beat)
Dinner will be in an hour or

so. Tuna and rice casserole.

HERRI CK
" m not real hungry...
(beat)
"' mthinking about trying to
finish nmy opus again.
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IRI'S
(smling)
That's great, Carl. That's
really nice.

HERRI CK
I"'m.. |I'mgonna go rake the
| eaves or sonet hi ng.

IRI'S
They're all ... put on your
gl oves.

HERRI CK
He left us a lot. Al that
music, it will live forever,
won't it.

He is not | ooking for an answer and goes outsi de.

EXT. HERRI CK HOUSE

Col e, now fourteen, works on a go-cart, installing the | amn
mower engine. He's good at tinkering and he likes it. He
| ooks up as Herrick enters the garage. Cole has a bruise
under one eye.

Herrick takes a rake fromthe hook on the wall. He wal ks
across the yard. Cole runs after himand signs to him
COLE
(si gning)
Come | ook at what |'m buil di ng.
HERRI CK
Wat? | don't... later, Cole.

l'"'mnot in the npod.

Cole taps his tenple with a closed fist, thunb extended.
Herrick notices it and Cole tries again.

CCLE

(si gning)
You have to | ook. Pl ease

HERRI CK
Wite it down, Cole. Soneone
di ed yesterday, |

Col e goofs off, m m ng hangi ng hinsel f.
HERRI CK

That's not funny. A great man
was killed ... nurdered.
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Col e m nes shooting hinself in the head.

HERRI CK
It's not funny. Stop it!

Cole mnes aimng at Herrick -- pow, pow Herrick grabs his
hand. Cole pulls away.

The contact quickly becones serious and they're flailing at
each other on the ground.

Iris runs out of the house.

IRI'S
Stop it! Stop it!

She pulls them apart.

IRI'S
(to Herrick)
VWat the hell is going on, Carl?
HERRI CK
Col e was making fun of Lennon's
murder. | was just trying to
stop him
IRI'S
He doesn't know Lennon from
Li berace, Carl. He was just
j oki ng ar ound.
HERRI CK
It's not funny... it's Lennon..
IRI'S

He's never heard the Beatles,
Carl. O any other nusic. And
he certainly has never |earned
anyt hing about it from you.

She goes back into the house. Cole returns to the garage.

Herrick picks up the rake and attacks the few | eaves he can
find. He gives up on that and heads back to the garage.

Cole sits on the bench, viciously cleaning a part.

HERRI CK
Cole, I'm..

He grabs a rag and starts wiping a sparkplug. Cole takes it
away from him



Converted to PDF by www screental k. org 99.

HERRI CK
| want to apol ogi ze.

Col e | ooks at hi m stubbornly.

CCLE

(si gning)
| don't understand.

Herrick mouths the words careful ly.

HERRI CK
| want to apol ogi ze.

Col e shakes his head, shrugs, and signs again.

HERRI CK
(si gning)
| don't understand. Pay
attention. You know dam wel |
what |' m sayi ng.

Col e shakes his head stubbornly. Herrick stonps into the
house, nad.
| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE

Herrick slans the door behind him Iris is at the stove,
checking the casserole.

HERRI CK
| can't talk to that Kkid.
IRI'S
That's because you never | earned

how.

That stops himin his tracks.

EXT. HAVI LAND COUNTY HEALTH CENTER, DAY

Herrick stands in front of the building. Alittle snowis
on the ground. He finally enters.

| NT. COUNTY HEALTH CENTER

Herrick sits in an office with MRS. BOULLOSA. "Services for
the Hearing | npaired" says the sign on the door.

A mai ntenance man i s taking down Christnmas decorations.
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HERRI CK
| need to | earn sign | anguage.
My son is deaf.

MRS. BOULLGCSA
How ol d is he?

HERRI CK
Fourt een.

Boul | osa | ooks a little surprised.

MRS. BOULLOSA
Does your son sign?

HERRI CK
Yes, pretty well, I'mtold.

MRS. BOULLGCSA
And how | ong has he been signing?

HERRI CK
Since he was four or five. His
mot her, ny wife, she can do it,

too. | ... | never got around
toit. | knowthat's a flinsy
excuse, but... | just need to

learn it, all right.

MRS. BOULLCSA
No one's passing judgnent on
you, M. Herrick. Wen would
you |i ke to begin?

HERRI CK
| medi ately.

I NT. MJUSI C ROOM DAY

The bel

The door opens and MRS. Kl ERNAN

rings and the kids settle in.

HERRI CK
Wel conme to Music 101. Look at
your schedule... if it doesn't

say Music 101, |eave now. |

hope you all had a nice Christnmas
and that you put the sane
enthusiasminto this termthat
you put into your vacation.

Now ... how many. ..

t he principal,

100.

enters with

three M chigan punks. Black jeans, black |eather jackets,
bad haircuts and safety pins.
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Ms. Kiernan sits themin the back and gives their cards to
Herri ck.
MRS. Kl ERNAN
Here's a fine test for the
"teacher of last resort". M.
Schiff, Goodrich, and G oves.
Three signs of the com ng
apocal ypse.
HERRI CK
And they're mne? Thanks, Ms.
Ki er nan.
Ms. Kiernan |l eaves. Herrick |ooks at the three punks.

HERRI CK
Al right, where was 1? Ckay,
how many of you |ike nusic?

The usual few hands.

HERRI CK
Who |ikes the Rolling Stones?

A few hands.

HERRI CK
El ton John? Hall and Cates?
Queen?

The punks keep their hands in their laps. He talks to them

HERRI CK
Bl ondi e? M ster Schiff,
Goodrich, and Goves... is there

any nusic you do |ike? Kenny
Rogers maybe? Wat nusic do
you listen to?

SCHI FF
W listen to Fear ... X ... The
d ash. ..

GOCDRI CH

The Sex Pistols and The
Ranones... The Cranps...

GROVES
The Dead Kennedys. ..
(1 aughi ng)
Bl ack Fl ag, QG ngo Boi ngo. .
Spri ngst een.
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SCHI FF
Spri ngst een sucks.

HERRI CK
VWhat is it about this nusic,
these artists, that you like?

SCHI FF
They' re anarchists. They don't
cop out to all that corporate
musi ¢ bul I shit.

GOODRI CH
Music for the people, not for
bucks.

GROVES

Anybody can meke nusic. You
pick up a guitar, or sonething,
and you, you know, wham No
rules. No censorship, you play
what you feel.

SCHI FF
Yeah, it conmes fromyour guts.

HERRI CK
That's a beautiful thought.
Al right, let's nove on. For
now, we'll talk about Elton
John. ..

| NT. COUNTY HEALTH CENTER, NI GHT

Herrick works with Ms. Boullosa, trying to | earn sign
| anguage.

HERRI CK
Every letter? You' re Kkidding.
Ckay, okay.

He starts going through the al phabet, but has sone trouble.
A lot of trouble, really, but he's trying hard.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Herrick | ooks out the front window at Cole in the driveway.
There is snow falling, but Cole is testing his go-cart.
Iris is cutting stained gl ass.

| RIS
Wul d you go get Cole? It's
getting too cold outside.
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HERRI CK

He'll cone in when he's cold

enough.

He watches Cole. The engine starts.

HERRI CK

| wonder what it's |ike.

Do
you think it's just silent,

or

a droning noise |ike, you know,

after a |l oud concert?

That
But he

kind of ringing noise...

can't tell me, can he?

He has

no basis for conparison.
sound, no nusic, ever..

[ ull aby, no song of |ove,
sadness, or just for fun.
Mozart or Jerry Lee Lew s...

No

or

No

He watches as Cole puts a screwdriver to the engine bl ock,

then presses his tenple against

it.

Col e adj usts the gas

feed as he "listens". Herrick is fascinated.

IRI'S
Carl, bring himin.

Herrick finally goes outside.

| NT. MJUSI C ROOM DAY

Herrick passes out graded test papers.

HERRI CK

M. Schiff, M. Goodrich, and
M. Goves will see nme after

cl ass.

The three punks | ook at their test papers and grinmace.

I NT. MJUSI C ROOM LATER

The three rebels slouch in front of Herrick's desk. Herri ck

t akes several new al bunms from a bag.

HERRI CK

Al right, here's the deal

You three seemintent on

f I unki ng. . .
SCHI FF

It's not a personal thing, M.
Herrick, it's political.
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GROVES
We don't believe in your kind
of nusi c.

HERRI CK

| understand that, so |I'm going
to ask you to neet ne hal fway.

GOODRI CH
Conprom se | eads to cop-out.

HERRI CK
Hear nme out. Here's the deal.
| went out and bought a few
al buns by sone of your favorite
artists.

He hands out the al buns -- Black Flag, The Dead Kennedys,
etc.

GROVES
The new Pl asmati cs, cool

HERRI CK
Now I will pick one song from
one of these al buns and you
three have a choice... Learn to
play it or wite down the nusic
and you pass.

SCHI FF
Pass? What grade?
HERRI CK
Just pass or fail. | cleared

it with Principal Kiernan.

GOODRI CH
Wite it down or play it?

HERRI CK
And be able to read it back to
me, note for note, or chord.

SCHI FF
How good we gotta play it.

HERRI CK
That's ny judgment call. |
wi |l use the standards of the
original group performance. |
wi |l even provide the
i nstrunents.
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SCHI FF
Deal .

The other two nod their agreenent.

HERRI CK
Wul d you say Bl ack Fl ag best
represents your particular
phi | osophy of nusic?

Herrick slits open the albumand puts it on the turntable.
The three punks nod agai n.

Herrick I owers the needle -- "Louie, Louie" plays -- a nasty,
crude, ugly version, but it's recognizable.

SCHI FF
Hey, we can do that. Anybody
can do that.

I NT. MJSI C STORE, DAY

One side of the nusic store is dedicated to cl assi cal
instrunments, horns, violins, sheet nusic, pianos, etc. The
other side is rock and roll heaven -- guitars, anps, druns
and a sign -- Any playing of "Stairway to Heaven" is
For bi dden

Herrick enters and wal ks over to the rock and roll section
BUDDY MEDI LL, the owner, sees Herri ck.

MEDI LL
Carl, when is that dam
basket bal | team of ours going
to do sone scoring?

HERRI CK
That's not ny area, take it up
with Meister. Buddy, |'ve been
a faithful custoner of yours

for, what ... how |l ong now?
VEDI LL
(suspi ci ously)
Fifteen years or nore. | hate

it when custoners quiz nme on
their buying history, it always
W nds up costing ne.

HERRI CK
Well, | figure ny students and
| have been responsible for

( MORE)
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HERRI CK ( CONT' D)
nearly half of your profit
mar gi n. . .
VEDI LL
Here it comes. Should | just
bend down and grab ny ankl es?
HERRI CK
| need a favor ... two favors,
actual ly.
Medill starts toward the classical section.
VEDI LL
VWhat is it this tine? 1 can
give you a hell of a deal on a
gl ockenspi el .
HERRI CK
No, what | need is in here.
Medill is surprised as Herrick goes into the rock section.

| NT. COUNTY HEALTH CENTER, NI GHT

Herrick is working wwth Ms. Boull osa.

MRS. BOULLCSA

You can't learn all this in a
coupl e of weeks, M. Herrick.

Thi s

Yeah,

is a six-nmonth course.

HERRI CK
yeah, yeah...

MRS. BOULLCSA

For a teacher, you're one |ousy
st udent .

HERRI CK

Sorry. Let's try it again.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Herrick is sitting on the toilet,

| anguage book.

Carl,
fall

There is a knock at the door.

IRIS (O S.)
you okay in there? You
in or somnething?

wor ki ng fromhis sign
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HERRI CK
Yeah, just a mnute.

He hi des the book in his shirt and flushes the toil et.

| NT. REHEARSAL ROOM DAY

The three punks are standing there with their guitars and
anps. Herrick enters.

HERRI CK
So, what's the probl en?

SCHI FF
We can't quite figure this one
part out. ..

HERRI CK
VWi ch part?

The three punks | ook at each other.

GROVES
The whol e damm thing. Al we
make i s noise.

GOODRI CH
Yeah, you tricked us. This
song's hard, nan.

HERRI CK
It's only got three chords, M.
Goodrich. You find a song with

less and 1'I|l give you an 'A'.
SCHI FF
What's a chord, nman?
HERRI CK
(smling)
What is a chord? Sit down,

gent | enen.

They sit.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, NI GHT

Cole is working on a car nodel. Iris is tracing a pattern
onto gl ass.

Herrick enters, dunps his overcoat and briefcase. He wal ks
over to Cole and hands hima small envel ope. Cole opens it,
| ooks at the tickets inside, scows and throws them asi de.
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Herri ck touches Col e's shoul der.

HERRI CK
Pl ease. ..

Iris picks up the tickets.
IRI'S

s this a joke, Carl? If it
is, it's an exceedingly cruel

one.
HERRI CK
No, |'m seri ous.
Cole looks to Iris -- she nods. Cole |ooks at Herrick and

nods.

EXT. KENNEDY H GH, N GHT

"Concert - 8:00 p.m" says the marquee. Iris pulls into
the parking lot in the VWvan, wth Herrick and Cole. They
get out and wal k toward the gymasiumw th other adults and
st udent s.

HERRI CK
| could have driven

IRI'S
|"mnot riding in that death
trap. One of these days you'l
hit an ant and the whol e car
wi |l disintegrate.

Cole sees a friend and runs ahead. The two kids talk
animatedly in sign | anguage.

IRI'S
Carl, if this hurts himl wll
never forgive you.

HERRI CK
Neither will I. |I've got to get

r eady.

I NT. GYMNASI UM NI GHT

A banner is hung over the stage -- "Concert for the Hearing
| mpai red".

The orchestra is setting up on the stage. M crophones have
been placed in front of each section.
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The usual folding chairs have been noved back fromthe stage,
| eaving roomfor two rows of huge Marshall speakers. On top
of each speaker is a plywod platformwith a chair.

Col e and other deaf children are shown to the chairs on the
speakers. The rest of the audience take their places toward
t he back.

The orchestra is soon ready and Herrick steps to the podi um
A sign language interpreter stands to one side of the stage.

HERRI CK

Thank you all for com ng.
Tonight is an experinent... |
hope it works. | had prepared
a bi g speech about the inportance
of music in our world, but it
went on for pages and pages.
So, | decided the best way to
explain nmusic to the hearing
inpaired is to give it to you
and |l et you make of it what you
will.

(beat)
Qur first selection this evening
is by George Gershwi n, "Rhapsody
in Blue". In this nusic Gershw n
was trying to give us his
i npression of the city of New
York. Here we go.

He faces the orchestra and raises his baton. And the nusic
begins. Fromthe instruments, into the m crophones, through
the anplifiers, and out of the Marshall speakers. The chairs
on top of the speakers vibrate with the nusic.

The gorgeous Gershwin sound fills the room

Col e holds onto his chair and his eyes wden. He and the
ot her kids | ook at each other. And each one begins to smle.
They can feel the nusic! It courses through their bodies!

Herrick | ooks over his shoulder at Cole -- it's working!
The deaf children begin to sway to the nusic.

| NT. GYMNASI UM LATER
Herrick stands at the podi um

HERRI CK
| find it hard to believe that
there i s anyone alive today who
has never heard the words of

( MORE)
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HERRI CK ( CONT' D)
Lennon and McCartney, with or
wi thout the Beatles. So, for
our final selection tonight, we
would like to performa song by
John Lennon. ..

Herri ck hands the baton to the student conductor.

HERRI CK
And, uh, for the hearing inpaired
in our audience, this nay be
the one tinme you are grateful
for your hearing difficulties --
| amgoing to sing. To the
heari ng portion of our audience,
nmy profound apol ogi es.

A ripple of laughter runs through the audience. Iris is
st unned.
HERRI CK
And ... on a personal note..
|'"d like to dedicate this to ny
son, Col e.
Herrick nods to the student conductor. The nusic begins.
Herrick begins to sing -- not a good voice, but sincere.
HERRI CK
(si ngi ng)

Cl ose your eyes, Have no fear,
The nonster's gone. He's on
the run and your daddy's here.
Beauti ful ,

Beautiful, beautiful,

Beauti ful boy.

As Herrick sings, he signs the words! He sings to Cole,
whose eyes well wth tears. Iris is crying.

Herrick stunbles here and there, but he manages to sing and
sign the words of this touching tribute by John Lennon to
hi s son.

HERRI CK
Bef ore you cross the street
Take ny hand.
Life is what happens to you
Wil e you' re busy
Maki ng ot her pl ans.
Beauti ful ,
Beauti ful ,
Beauti ful boy.

( MORE)
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HERRI CK ( CONT' D)
Dar | i ng,
Dar | i ng,
Darling, Cole.

The audi ence breaks into applause. But Cole and Herrick
just look at each other, oblivious to the others. They just
| ook at each other, both in tears.

EXT. KENNEDY H GH, N GHT

Herrick shakes hands with people as they | eave the concert.
A lot of thanks and congratul ations. Medill, the owner of
the nmusic store, slaps Herrick on the back.

VEDI LL
Chairs an top of speakers,
Herrick. One chair falls
t hrough, that's a couple of
grand down the toilet. Geat
show.

Herrick watches Iris and Cole tal king animatedly next to the
VW van.

Medi || shakes Herrick's hand and he's the | ast person out.
Herrick, rather full of hinself, wal ks over to the parking
| ot.

Iris and Col e are already inside when Herrick opens the door
and gets in.

| NT. VW VAN, NI GHT
Iris drives. Herrick |leans back to talk and sign to Cole.

HERRI CK
VWhat say we to the drag races
this season, huh, Cole? Cha
Cha Mul downey! Cha ... Cha..

Herrick has trouble signing "Cha Cha"
CCOLE
(si gning)
| can read your |ips.

HERRI CK
Ri ght .

So what about it?
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Herrick's

COLE
Maybe.

HERRI CK
Maybe? You | ove the drags.

IRI'S
Don't push it, Carl.

HERRI CK
Don't push it? What's wong
her e?

IRI'S
What you did tonight was very
nice... it was beautiful, Carl,
real ly.

COLE

But it doesn't nmake up for
everyt hing el se.

HERRI CK

Il ... | knowthat. | don't
expect to clean the slate in
one night. But it's a start,
isn't it? | nmean ... a person
shoul d get a second chance,
shouldn't they? W all screw
up. We shoul d get anot her
chance, a chance to change.

appeal is heartfelt.

HERRI CK
A second chance. Then if they
blow it -- shut themout. But
a person should get a chance.
(beat)
l"d give it to you. Iris?

IRI'S

Carl, I'"'mnot the one you should

ask.

HERRI CK
Col e? Please. | can't make
everything up to you, but I
can. ..

COLE
W will go to the drag races.

HERRI CK
And nor e.

112.
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CCOLE
And nor e.

EXT. HERRI CK HOUSE, N GHT

The van pulls up. Cole is out first. He goes into the house.
Herrick and Iris follow slowy.

IRI'S
He's a good ki d.

HERRI CK
Yes, he is. Thanks to you. By
the way, what's this nean? |
can't find it in any of the
books.

He taps his tenple with his fist, thunb extended.

IRI'S
Uh... it neans ... asshol e.
Herrick | aughs.
HERRI CK
Asshol e! Hah! | can use that.

EXT. HERRI CK HOUSE, DAY

A Spring weekend. The garage door is open to the fresh air.
The Corvair is inside wwth the hood up. Herrick and Col e
are working with the engine. They argue in sign | anguage.

HERRI CK
Junk, nmy rosy red butt. It's a
cl assic.

COLE

It should be shot and put out
of it's msery. You' re |ucky
it hasn't blown up in your face.

Herrick signs "asshole". Cole does the sane. They |augh
and go back to work.
| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE

Iris is hanging a sun catcher in the window. She sees Herrick
and Col e argui ng about the car -- she smles.
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| NT. GYMNASI UM NI GHT

The Senior Promis in progress. A student disk jockey plays
the latest hits of 1981. Kids dance in their formals and
t uxes.

The song ends and Herrick takes the stage.

HERRI CK
We have a special treat for you
Seniors tonight. A group of
our own students has been
persuaded to nake their
pr of essi onal debut right here
at Kennedy H gh. Ladies and
gentl enmen, the Sex Dwarfs!

And the curtain parts to show Schiff, Goodrich, and G oves
in their |eather best. @itar, bass, and druns.

They | aunch into "Louie, Louie" -- particularly raucous and
obnoxi ous, but faithful sonmehow to both Black Flag and the
Ki ngsnen.

Princi pal Kiernan and Coach Meister both turn on Herrick,
who beans proudly.

| NT. HERRI CK HOUSE, DAY

Herrick is reading the M chigan Mdtor Vehicle Code, newy
revised for 1981.

Col e wal ks in and out, hunmm ng sonething that sounds barely
i ke Gershwi n, out of key, preoccupied.

Herrick winces at the whistling. Iris is soldering, but she
notices Herrick's reaction.

IR S
You started it.

Herrick can only shrug.

Col e wal ks back through again. Herrick stops himthis tine,
si gni ng.

HERRI CK

| s sonmet hi ng wong, Cole?
COLE

Dad, will you teach me how to

drive?

Herrick's chest swells with fatherly pride.
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HERRI CK
"Il be glad to.
EXT. ROAD, DAY

The Corvair jerks along the road, Cole at the wheel.

| NT. MJUSIC ROOM 1994

Herrick takes the glass treble clef off the wi ndow, deep in
thought. He is jerked back to the present by the Corvair
pul i ng up outside.

The Corvair has been restored beautifully, perfectly. A
twenty-ei ght year-old Cole gets out of it. He sees Herrick
at the w ndow.

He bows and waves his hand at the Corvair -- Ta Dah!

Herrick claps his hands so Cole can see. He puts the treble
clef in the box and | ooks around the room

Iris is sitting in the back working on a needl epoi nt project.

HERRI CK
lris ... how | ong have you been
her e?
IRI'S
A whi | e.
Are you ready to go?
HERRI CK
Yes, | guess so. Wat are you
wor ki ng on?
IRI'S
Sonmething for you. It's a

surpri se.

She rolls it up so he can't see it. Cole enters. He's
wearing nmechanic's overalls, spotless, with a patch over one

pocket -- "Herrick Body and Engi ne".
HERRI CK
(si gning)

The car | ooks good.

COLE
It's a classic. And you can't
have it back. W nade a deal
fair and square.
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HERRI CK

(si gning)
Did |l say | wanted it back?

COLE
Al right, you can drive it on
weekends, but you have to have
it back by eleven. Need help
with the box?

HERRI CK

(si gning)
No, | can manage. You didn't
have to cone.

COLE
Didn't want an old fart |ike
you to strain hinself.

Col e picks up a box, Herrick the briefcase, and they head
out .

HERRI CK
Ch, ny keys!

He goes back and gets his keys off the desk. Herrick pauses
and | ooks over the roomthat was his for thirty years.

He sees faces at the desks, young faces. Gertrude Van Lente,
Louis Rus, Jill Lohman, Ed C aypool, Yntema, Tidd, Rowena,
Schiff, Goodrich, Goves, and many nore. Chostly faces, his
former students. H's nenories. He |eaves.

| NT. HALLWAY

Their footsteps echo in the enpty hall.

Herrick hears sonet hi ng.

HERRI CK
VWhat was that?

BOOwP! BOOWP! BOOWP!  Sonebody is poundi ng on a piano.
HERRI CK
Sonebody's fooling around in
t he gymmasi um

IR S
Leave it be, Carl.

BOWP!  BOWP!
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HERRI CK
No one should be in there.

BOWP!  BOWP! Herrick wal ks toward the gymasi um

HERRI CK
Besi des, that piano is just one
step away fromfirewod as it
is.

Cole and Iris follow Herrick to the gym He enters.

I NT. GYMNAS|I UM
BOwP!  BOWP!  BOWP!
BOWP!  BOWP!

BOw!  BOW!  BOWP!

"Louie, Louie" fills the air, played by the school band.
The gymasiumis full, cramed to the rafters with students
and townsf ol k.

There is a banner over the stage -- "Good-bye, M. Herrick"

Herrick is overwhel med. Meister takes his briefcase and
Principal Kiernan escorts himtoward the stage.

Peopl e reach out of the audience to shake his hand. Soon we
recogni ze ol der versions of Schiff, Goodrich, Goves --

Lohman, Ed O aypool, Yntema, then Tidd -- naybe a very wonmanly
Rowena near the back

Ms. Kiernan |leads Herrick up the steps to the stage, to the
podiumin front of the band.

A stunned Herrick | ooks for Iris. She and Cole wi nk at him

The appl ause finally dies down and Ms. Kiernan addresses
t he crowd.

MRS. Kl ERNAN
|'ve only been here, what,
thirteen years already? But
when the word got out that the
Musi ¢ Program was cut, and about
t he subsequent retirenment of
our M. Herrick ... well, |
have never seen such a response
fromthis community -- never.
So we put together a little

send- of f .
( MORE)
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MRS. Kl ERNAN ( CONT' D)

W were going to buy you
sonething, Carl, a watch, or
what ever... We asked your wfe
Iris what you m ght want or
need, she was no help at all.

(beat)
The one thing she did nention
was your witing. And | renenber
all those school board neetings,
faculty neetings, and so on. |
al ways saw you scri bbling away,
what | thought were pertinent
notes, but | | ooked over your
shoul der once and di scovered it
was quarter-notes and flats. |
was so gl ad when you finished
t he damed thing so you could
concentrate on your teaching
agai n.

There is good-nature | aughter fromthe audi ence.

MRS. KI ERNAN
Seriously, though, | don't think
| have ever conme across a nore
dedi cated, selfless teacher.
The only way we can ever pay
you back is to perform for the
first tinme, "The Anerican Qpus",
by Carl Herri ck.

She hands himthe baton. He turns to the orchestra.

The instrunments are poised and ready.

He | ooks down at the nusic stand.

The sheet nusic is a copy of the original, in his handwiting.
"The Anmerican Cpus" by Carl Herrick. He touches the sheets
of nmusic, looks at Iris. Hs Iris. He |oves this wonman.
She notions himto get on with it.

Then rai ses the baton, taps it once on the nmusic stand and
... the orchestra plays. The opening strains of the nusic
fill the gym

Herrick's face glows and his chest fills with pride.

There is a quiet nmurnur in the audience behind him It gets
| ouder, disrupting the nmusic. Herrick | ooks over his

shoul der.

Two H ghway Patrol men can be seen in the back of the
gymasi um
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The murmur in the audi ence increases. A few words are
audi bl e. "The Governor ... "It's the Governor!" "Here!"
"Where?" "I can't see ... " "Look, over there!"

Herrick drops his baton and the nusic peters out.

The two Hi ghway Patrol men wal k down the aisle ahead of a
m ddl e-aged woman in gl asses. She is followed by two nore
H ghway Patrol nen and a couple of staff nenbers.

She strides up the stage. Principal Kiernan takes the podium
startl ed.

MRS. Kl ERNAN
Ladi es and gentlenmen, may |
present our Governor ... and
former Kennedy Hi gh School
al umma, the Mdst Honorabl e
Gertrude Van Lente.

By God, it is Certrude. She takes the m crophone, waits for
t he appl ause to die down.

GERTRUDE
Thank you, Principal Kiernan.
|"msorry | arrived | ate and
spoi l ed the nusic, but we'll
get right back toit. | cane
here today to say ny thanks to
M. Carl Herrick. | renenber
himwell... He had a great
influence on ny life. On a |ot
of lives, I know. And |I have
the feeling that M. Herrick
considers a great part of his
life was m sspent. He wote
this synphony of his to be
performed, possibly to make him
famous or rich, probably both.
That is the American dream..
that is how we neasure success,
by being rich and fanbus. On
that scale, M. Herrick is a
failure -- but | think he has
achi eved a success beyond riches
and fanme. Look around you, M.
Herrick. There is not alife
in this roomthat you have not
touched. And each one is a
better person for neeting you,
or being your student. This is
your synphony, M. Herri ck.
These people are the notes and
mel odi es of your opus. And
this is the nmusic of your life.
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The audi ence gives Herrick a standing ovation. He |ooks out
at the audi ence, each face a nenory, a nonent of his life.

GERTRUDE
One last thing, M. Herrick.
As long as | am Governor of
this State there wll always be
a Music Programin the High
Schools. Let's get back to the
music. M. Herrick..

Herrick steadies hinmself and goes back to the orchestra. He
rai ses the baton. The nusic begi ns again.

It is a great synphony with elenments of jazz, rock, country,
tin pan alley, and classical. GCertrude goes over to one of
the girls playing the clarinet and whi spers in her ear.

And she takes the clarinet, takes the student's seat, and
pl ays.

Then, out of the audience, one or two at a tinme, other adults
approach the stage and -- one by one -- replace the students
in the orchestra.

Eventually the orchestra is conposed conpletely of adults.
Herrick cries openly as he | eads them

And in the audience, resting in lris, lap, is the needl epoint --
words encircled by twning ivy --

"Life I's What Happens
Wil e You Are Making
O her Pl ans”

THE END
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